. First Reading Gen 22:1-2 9-13,15-18
Abraham is the great Old Testament figure

acquits,

| - 2" Sunday of Lent

Responsorial Psalm 115:10,15-19
I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the
land of the living.

Second Reading Romans 8:31-34
Paul poses questions: "With God on our side
who can be against us?" "When God

answer is "No!”

could anyone condemn?” The

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
From the bright cloud the Father's voice

of faith. At the age of seventy-five he | Was heard:
answered the call of God and set off for an | 'This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to
unknown land. him.'

Alleluia!

Gospel Mark 9:2-10

For the second time in the Gospels, at
Jesus’ transfiguration, the voice of the
Father informs the disciples that Jesus is
the Father's beloved Son and adds,
“Listen to him."
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Service Times & Intentions

Im,_mﬁ_.__dm_\ (St Michael's) 27 Feb | 5.30pm Anne Marie Dodds RIP

. Sunday (st gasmm_.,& 28 Feb 9.00am Mark Wainwright RIP
wzamu‘ (St Helen's) 28 Feb 11.00am | People of the Parish
Tuesday oMar | 12.00pm mmﬂ%mm __mmmqﬂ_w,wa ofithe
Wednesday 3 Mar 12.00pm | Enid Finean RIP

(St Michael's)

Thursday 4 Mar 12.00pm __wa:m_ﬂmma Members of the Taylor
Friday 5 Mar 12.00pm | Louisa Leeman RIP
Saturday 6 Mar 12.00pm | Holy Souls .
Saturday (St Michael's) 6 Mar 5.30pm People of the Parish
| Sunday (St Michael's) 7 Mar 9.00am Mrs Margaret mmm:m: RIP
m!m_:am< (St I\m_ma.& 7 Mar 11.00am “8.:8%: RIP

Please go to the link below so you can join in with Masses and Services, streamed

live by Fr Declan, or catch up later at the following _‘_:__e
www facebook.com/CorpusChristiDearneValley/live

“‘Take your son’ God said... ‘offer him as a burnt offering.”

Even in an age when much formality from the past has been discarded, some things
don't change. A good example is the list of social conventions that still operate. For
example, when we meet people we have not seen before, a polite handshake has
long been the norm — at least, until the arrival of the coronavirus pandemic required
us to socially distance — whereas we are much less formal with family and friends.
Convention is determined by many factors — age is one. Conventions dictated by
formal practice are nowadays probably more regularly seen among those of an older
age range, whereas young people may be much less formal within their social
settings. Convention, of course, differs from culture to culture and also from one age
group to another, and the setting is also important. It's interesting to observe how
people’s behaviour varies according to how at ease they are — or not — with others.
When we know people well, itis easy to relate to them in a relaxed manner, but when
we don't have that familiarity, or if we're unsure of the possible reaction of the person
we have just met, then we might be more wary.

It's in the latter situation that we find Abraham when, slowly but surely, he is getting
to know the God he had not known until he was seventy-five years old. Abraham
made himself a backup plan. He left most of his family behind, but brought along his
wealthy nephew, Lot; Abraham left much of his wealth, but not by any means all of
it. Later on in the story, Abraham will seek clarification from God to see if the deal is
still on. And then, as we heard in today's first reading, Abraham is really put to the
test. In his old age, at long last he has a son who will be his heir: Isaac, whose name
means “he will laugh”. Abraham'’s dream has come true, his prayers are answered.
He can rely on God - or can he?

One day, Abraham is told by God to take his son Isaac to a place where he is to
sacrifice the boy as a burnt offering Abraham is distraught, but prepares to obey
God. The journey is long and its account is painful to read. Isaac starts to ask why
there is no animal for the sacrifice. Abraham evades the issue by saying that God
will provide the sacrifice. The tension builds up until the point that Abraham is
prepared to il tus son on the stone altar. Eventually Isaac must know what his father



intends to do. Then God acts. An angel stays Abraham's hand and the boy is freed.
A ram caught in a thicket is sacrificed instead.

What are we to make of the story? Did God really want Abraham to kill his son? Had
Abraham misunderstood God's instructions? The Hebrew word for a burnt offering
sacrifice is also the word for “ascending” — a sacrifice where the victim went up in
smoke, towards God. So is it possible that God wanted Abraham to give up his son,
in other words to let him go free? Was Abraham, who waited so long for this son, SO
protective that, instead of Isaac being the means for God's promise to be fulfilled, he
was hampered by his father's protective action? We can imagine that Isaac needed
to be freed from his father's overpowering attention if he was to carry out his part in
God's plan.

We do know that in the Gospel story of the transfiguration God the Father addresses
Peter, James and John, telling them that Jesus is the Father's beloved Son, in whom
God is well pleased, and that they must "Listen to him." To listen to Jesus is to
develop trust in him. To listen to him and to reflect on the Gospel stories of his
mission is to learn about Ged and to trust in God.

In the Gospel of John, Jesus tells Nicodemus, who comes to him from the darkness,
that “God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son... not to condemn the
world, but so that through him the world might be saved." Through lack of knowledge
of God, Abraham made understandable but wrong decisions. Lent is an excellent
opportunity for us to develop a listening habit: of listening to the one who is God's
Word made flesh.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick

We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially

Claire Selby, Amy Moore, Paddy McNicholas, Peter Hutchinson, Clare Dingwall, Anne
Whittingham, Sue Bird, David Hardy, Tess Lynch, Carol Beard, Edna Yates, Justin
Phillip Collins, Hannah Prentiss, Pat and Colin Hermitage, Thomas Collins, Norma
Marshall, Lesley Easton, Val Armstrong, Minnie Helen Pozorski, Terry Mullins, Matthew
Deakin, Margaret Booker, Anne Lacey, Kath Cragg, Michael Foy, Shirley Broadhead,
Norah Preuss, Mavis Guilcher, Andrew Chandler.

Requiescat in Pace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Shannon Megan Maria Porritt who died
recently. Please keep her family and friends in yours prayers.

Online Stations of the Cross Fridays in Lent at 6.00pm

As we can't meet up physically with Anglican friends in Goldthorpe (as we often have in
previous years) Fr Carl Schaefer of St John and St Mary Magdalene's church invites us
to join their live-streamed Stations of the Cross each Friday of Lent at 6pm. All welcome.
www parishofgoldthorpeandhickleton.co.uk

You may have experienced difficulties accessing the online Stations of the Cross.
If you see a message about using MS Teams when you click on the joining ‘link’, choose
the option ‘Watch on the web’ and then ‘join anonymously’.

Donations and Weekly Offerings
Please continue to donations via PayPal, online payments and Standing Order. This
is our main source of income. Donations to the parish can be made online via PayPal
at corpuschristi.hallam-d iocese.com/parish-news/donate-if-you-can/ .
Another way is to donate is by Standing Order and the form is available on the website.

Please note that the full name of the account is
"Diocese of Hallam, Corpus Christi Parish’.

CAFOD Family Fast Day Friday 26" February 2021
Don't forget to return your Family Fast Day envelope or donate online at
cafod.org.uk/lent or by using a CAFOD envelope. You can also give via text. Text

LENT to 70460 to donate £10

Diocesan Caring Services
Next weekend there will be a second collection for the Diocesan Caring Services. The
Diocese of Hallam Caring Services is an affiliation of projects and organisations, serving
the social needs of the Church and wider community within South Yorkshire, Bassetlaw
and part of North Derbyshire. The Family Focus Project offers support and information

at all stages of the family life cycle.

KSC Easter Egg Appeal
“The Knights of St. Columba are looking for donations of Easter Eggs to give to children
in hospital at Barnsley General. If anyone wants to make a donation we will collect from
the churches and will also buy some eggs from our funds.”

Apostles™ Creed |
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, ,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was |
buried; |
He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the dead:;
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; |
from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. ,_
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints, the __

| forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen

Prayer for Vocations
Loving and generous Father: it is you who call us by name and ask us to follow
you. In particular, you call some to serve you as ministers in your church. Bless our
Diocese of Hallam by raising up faith-filled and dedicated priests, deacons and
religious. Bless our families and choose from our homes those who are needed for
your mission.

Blessed John Anne Pray for us
Blessed Robert Ludlam Pray for us
Blessed Nicholas Garlick Pray for us
Blessed Willam Richardson Pray for us
0 Mary, Mother of Perpetual Help  Pray for us
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