
 

Service Times & Intentions 
Saturday Vigil 

(St Michael`s) 

11 Feb 5.30pm Terrence Nichol RIP 

Sunday  

(Sacred Heart) 

12 Feb 9.00am  Catherine Haigh RIP 

Sunday 

(St Helen`s) 

12 Feb 11.00am Special Intention (MM) 

Tuesday (St Helen`s) 14 Feb 10.00am Holy Souls 

Wednesday (St Michael`s) 15 Feb 10.00am Beard Family 

Thursday (St Helen`s) 16 Feb 10.00am Deceased Members of the Freaney 
Family 
 

Friday (Sacred Heart) 17 Feb 10.00am NO MASS 

Saturday  (St Michael`s) 18 Feb 10.00am NO MASS 
 

Saturday Vigil 
(St Michael`s) 

18 Feb 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 

(Sacred Heart) 

19 Feb 9.00am Christine Haigh RIP 

Sunday 

(St Helen`s) 

19 Feb 11.00am Audrey O`Neill RIP 

 
Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.  
Rosary each Wednesday in Goldthorpe at 1.30pm 
 
*PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MASSES 
 
 

Parish of Corpus Christi 
Sacred Heart (Goldthorpe), Sacred Heart & St Helen (Hoyland) and St Michael & 

All Angels (Wombwell) 
  

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Declan Brett. 
23 Park Street, Wombwell Barnsley, S73 0HQ 

 01226 752372 
email: parishofcorpuschristi@gmail.com 

Website: https://corpuschristi.hallam-diocese.com 
Facebook: Corpus Christi Dearne Valley 

 
Parish Safeguarding Representative: 

 Sheila Marren 07932 722188 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Hallam Trust • Registered Charity Number 512021 

Sunday 12th February 2023                                                               Sunday Year A 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                       Weekday Cycle Il  

“If your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
get into the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
We have a strange reaction to people in power and their systems. If we have 
directly suffered at their hands we have a natural revulsion and desire for revenge. 
We will be only too aware of how they use their systems to line their own pockets 
and ensure their control over anyone who challenges them. If we have been 
reasonably comfortable under the same systems, we will tend to defend them and 
even revel in the supposed glory of the worlds they have created. We commend 
the Roman Empire for its organisation and engineering triumphs, forgetting that 
this came at the cost of a ruthless destruction of other civilisations and a vast 
system of slavery in support of the few. We even colour that ruthlessness with a 
pretence of virtue: for example, David Livingstone, the famous Scottish physician 
and missionary, one of the great heroes of British nineteenth-century history, 
sought the spread of the British Empire in Africa under the headings of “Christianity, 
commerce and civilisation”. Many people, then and since, have turned a blind eye 
to the violent means the empire used to achieve and maintain its control.  
Such practices are in no way a monopoly of the past. The Russian and Chinese 
governments operate to a similar pattern today as do some others, whether in Asia, 
the Middle East, Africa or South America. As the adage warns us: those who do 
not learn from history are bound to repeat it.  
Jesus came into confrontation with both the civil and religious authorities of his day. 
He was to end his time on earth by being put to death by the civil authorities, but 
most of his arguments were with the religious authorities. The scribes and 
Pharisees were not necessarily the hardliners they sometimes appear to be in the 
Gospels, but what Jesus objected to in them was their hypocrisy and abuse of 
power. St Matthew’s Gospel draws together the teaching of Jesus into five 
substantial sermons, which can be connected to the five great feasts of Judaism. 
He is writing for an audience of Jewish converts to Christianity and so wants to 
highlight the relationship between the world his listeners grew up in and the 
differences introduced by Jesus.  
 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading  Eccles 15:15-20 

We are given the choice of life or death. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 118:1-2,4-5, 

17-18,33-34 
They are happy who follow God's law! 
 

Second Reading 1 Corinths 2:6-10 

The gift of the Spirit reaches the depths 
of everything, even the depths of God. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you 
have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Matthew 5:17-37 

Our virtue must go deeper than that of the 
scribes and Pharisees. 
  
   
 
 

  

mailto:parishofcorpuschristi@gmail.com
https://corpuschristi.hallam-diocese.com/


Today’s Gospel is taken from the first of these sermons, the Sermon on the Mount 
as it is usually called. This sermon began, as we heard two weeks ago, with the 
declaration of what we call the Beatitudes. These are sometimes seen as the 
Christian charter. They are not commandments. The Greek word makarioi has 
often been translated as “blessed”. In the Jerusalem Bible, as used in the 
Lectionary, it is “happy”, and in a more recent version the translator has come up 
with “congratulations”. The idea is that if this is what you are doing in your life, you 
are doing the right thing. In the rest of the sermon Jesus takes challenging 
examples from the Bible and Jewish tradition and shows what will happen if you 
apply the practice of the Beatitudes in such individual matters. In all this he does 
not consider that he is undermining the Jewish tradition, the Torah and the 
Prophets. Rather he is uncovering their real meaning.  
In the words of the nineteenth-century Catholic historian and politician Lord Acton, 
“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” What happens 
in any organisation, whether civil or religious, is a tendency to turn inspiration into 
dictatorship. Underlying the teaching of Jesus is his desire to free us from such 
patterns in our own lives and also in the systems that surround us. He does this by 
revealing the true meaning of God’s relationship with God’s people and 
encouraging us to take that as our guiding star. The accepted truths we first 
encounter may not be as truthful as some claim.  
Jesus certainly acts as our guide in digging deeper, but there is also the sense that 
he is encouraging us to develop what we might call a capacity for independent 
learning, forging these deeper truths within our hearts rather than relying on an 
unquestioning acceptance of what is offered us. St Luke and St John in their 
Gospels reflect more on how we might achieve this ability. St Paul, in today’s 
second reading, notes that it is a “hidden wisdom”, not a philosophy of our age, 
and the crucial instrument of the revelation to us of such truths is the Spirit, for it is 
the Spirit who “reaches the depths of everything, even the depths of God”.  
________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission 
 

Prayers for the Sick 
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially 
Tony Walsh, Marie Bray (nee Walsh), Peter Gillott, Jan Dextor, Percy Winterton, 
Kath Hardy, Carole Dyson, Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, 
Claire Selby, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, Tess Lynch, Justin Phillip Collins, 
Hannah Prentiss, Pat Hermitage, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, 
Terry Mullins, Matthew Deakin, Margaret Booker, Michael Foy, Shirley Broadhead, 
Norah Preuss, Mavis Guilcher.  
 

Craft Group 
The Craft Group meet once a fortnight on Thursday morning in the Parish rooms 
at Wombwell from 10.00am until 12.30pm.  The next meeting will be on 16th 
February. 

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland 
The Bonus Ball last Saturday was number 56. There were no winners so next 
weekend will be a rollover. 

Message from Lee Conway 
On April 15th, I shall be walking the Three Peaks Challenge to raise funds toward the cost 

of sending some of our young people to Portugal for World Youth Day in August.  

I have a crowdfunder and here is a link:   

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/3-peaks-for-hallam-wyd 

Thank you 

Catholic Association for Racial Justice 12th February 2023 
In our task, as disciples of Christ, our responsibility is to make sure people are 

treated with dignity at work and are not exploited. Migrant communities and those 

suffering from racial abuse are particularly vulnerable to being drawn into unjust 

working conditions and labour exploitation. Funds raised from this week`s second 

collection will be used for promoting racial justice in England and Wales. You can 

find more about their good works by visiting  https://www.carj.org.uk 
40th Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 30th June–6th July 2023 

Bishop Ralph invites you to join him on this special pilgrimage. The cost is  £840.00 
per person for 6 nights Full Board (excl. Insurance), flying from Leeds Bradford 
Airport direct to Lourdes. Booking forms available to download at www.hallam-
lourdes.com Enquiries 07724 650066 or 01302 247910. 
Hallam Youth – Lourdes Young people travel with their school groups but this year 
places are available for young people aged 16+ in parishes, who do not attend 
Catholic schools, who wish to join Hallam Youth on the diocesan pilgrimage. Email 
smcdonald@hallam-diocese.com for details 

Family Fun Day Wednesday 15th February 10.00am-1.00pm 
At Goldthorpe Pentecostal Church, Market Street. The focus is on kindness and 
the parable of the Good Samaritan. Free entry, free refreshments, crafts and 
activities for all the family. 
Please book in to help with catering,etc. Contact Julie on 07729 421405 or email 
julie@gpcchurch.co.uk 

A Day of Reflection at the Beginning of Lent with 
Fr Denis Mc Bride CSsR 

Saturday 4th March 10:00-4:00pm at Whirlow Grange Spirituality Centre, Sheffield  
The event is free. Participants should bring their own packed lunch. Bookings can 
be made on the Formation and Mission Eventbrite page. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/hallam-formation-and-mission-46212155433 
 

Prayer for Vocations 
Loving and generous Father: it is you who call us by name and ask us to follow you.  In 
particular, you call some to serve you as ministers in your church.  Bless our Diocese 
of Hallam by raising up faith-filled and dedicated priests, deacons and religious. Bless 
our families and choose from our homes those who are needed for your mission. 

Blessed John Anne                           Pray for us 
Blessed Robert Ludlam                     Pray for us 
Blessed Nicholas Garlick                   Pray for us 

                              Blessed William Richardson              Pray for us 
 
                              0 Mary, Mother of Perpetual Help      Pray for us 
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