Saint Peter and Saint Paul

First Reading Acts 12:1-11

Guided by an angel, Peter miraculously
escapes from prison.

Responsorial Psalm 18:2-5
Their word goes forth through all the earth.

Second Reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8,
17-18

Paul declares that the Lord has always stood
by him and has given him the power to
proclaim his whole message to the world.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluial
Lord, you know everything;
you know | love you.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 16:13-19

Peter declares that Jesus is the Messiah;
and Jesus proclaims that he will build his
church on the rock that is Peter.
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Service Times & Intentions

Sunday 30th June 2024 Sunday Year B
Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles Weekday Cycle I

Saturday Vigil 29 Jun 5.30pm Noreen Brown RIP

(St Michael’s)

Sunday 30 Jun 9.00am People of the Parish
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 30 Jun 11.00am Pattie Hermitage RIP

(St Helen's)

Tuesday 2 Jul 10.00am | 25" Anniversary of the Ordination of Fr.
(St Helen's) Damian Humphries
Wednesday 3 Jul 10.00am Holy Souls

(St Michael’s)

Thursday 4 Jul 10.00am Jessie Turner RIP

(St Helen's)

Friday 5 Jul 10.00am Pat Horbury RIP

(Sacred Heart)

Saturday Vigil 6 Jul 5.30pm Paul Goddard RIP

(St Michael's)

Sunday 7 Jul 9.00am Jack and Beatrice Barry RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 7 Jul 11.00am People of the Parish

(St. Helen's)

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm

The Rosary at Goldthorpe will be every Wednesday at 1.30pm.

“But the Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole
message might be proclaimed.”

Have you ever wondered where God is in our world? We seem to be beset with
problems and conflict. There is war and strife abroad, and here at home there is
often division and ill-feeling in our communities. Rates of dissatisfaction and
unhappiness are on the rise; many young people report feelings of hopelessness
and there is an epidemic of loneliness in the Western world. Some have reached
the conclusion that God is either absent from, or unconcerned with, our everyday
problems.

On this feast of Saints Peter and Paul, we are going to concentrate our attention
today on St Paul. In today’s Second Reading Paul says that the Lord gave him the
power to proclaim his message to the whole world. But what exactly was this
message, and what relevance does it have for today? How did St Paul answer the
question “Where is God in our world?”

Jesus, of course, was a Jew. The religion telling about him is Christianity. St Paul
is perhaps the single most important follower of Christ when it comes to
establishing this new religion. St Peter knew Jesus personally, of course. He was,
after all, the leader of the original apostles. But Paul never knew Jesus, and before
his conversion on the road to Damascus, he enthusiastically persecuted
Christians.

Paul, someone who never knew Jesus of Nazareth, reveals in his Letters what he
knows about the Christ, who has always existed from the beginning of time and

who lives today in everything and everyone. Unlike Peter, this knowledge was not

acquired by meeting and listening in person to Jesus preach, but through the
actions of the Holy Spirit, which began when he was thrown from his horse near
Damascus. In other words, Paul is much more like you and me than Peter is.
Paul's contribution is immense. He confirms the key message that Jesus gave the
disciples at the Last Supper — Christ lives in us: “the love of God has been poured
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us” (Romans 5:5). In
2 Corinthians Paul asks us, “Do you acknowledge that Jesus Christ is really in
you?”
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Imagine for a moment who we could become if we allowed that acknowledgement
to be our ever-present guiding principle. Imagine how different the world would be
if we thought, spoke and acted with the belief that Christ lives in us. Can we
acknowledge with Paul that “Christ is really in me” and therefore in everyone else
too, and particularly in the least of my brothers and sisters?

And what if we became aware that the Father is always seeing and loving the
Christ who lives in us? Interestingly, when we begin to live in Christ, we live no
longer for ourselves, yet strangely, we are more ourselves than we have ever been.
Not | alone, but us — God living in me. And it doesn't stop there; it's never just God
and me. It's always God and me and others. Paul goes on to destroy all the tribal
ways of thinking that bedevil society: “There are no more distinctions between Jew
and Greek, slave and free, male and female, but all of you are one in Christ Jesus”
(Galatians 3:28).

If we are honest, many of us struggle sometimes with the idea of “loving God”.
Where do we start? Paul tells us that we love God by loving what's in front of us in
the here and now. And if we think about it for a moment, where else would God be
found? You can either live life just seeing God in certain holy places or specific
“easy to love” people, or you can see him everywhere. The way to love God is to
love what he has created (everything) and those in whom he resides (everyone).
Christ is in all, and for all. This is the oft-neglected cornerstone of our faith, the
foundational reality on which the whole Gospel rests. And Paul is our ideal guide
as we journey to a deeper understanding of where God is and how we ought to live
our lives. Paul is in the same boat as us. He didn't know the historical Jesus, but
he did know the risen Christ. This relationship with Christ is available to us too —
what Paul experienced and preached can, through the actions of a generous God,
be our lived experience too.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially

Peter's Pence
This weekend's second collection will be for Peter's Pence, the global collection
plate for the Pope’s favourite charities. The purpose of the Peter's Pence Collection
is to provide the Holy Father with the financial means to respond to those who are
suffering as a result of war, oppression, natural disaster, and disease.

“Finding God in All Things”
Jesuit Mission Week at St Marie’s Cathedral
From Monday 8th to Friday 12th July, a team of Jesuits will be at St Marie’s
Cathedral for a Mission Week. Each day will involve a rhythm of prayer, workshops,
communal meals, and times of group sharing and reflection. Everyone will be
welcome to participate at any point during the week. Please see the poster for
information about some of the activities.

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland
The winning number was 34. The winners were P Tomlinson in Hoyland and D
Grocock in Goldthorpe.

Children’s Liturgy at Goldthorpe, Sunday 7th July
Any children who have NOT yet made their First Holy Communion are very
welcome to come along. There will be two groups, children 6-8 with Maureen
Greaves in the kitchen part of the Parish Rooms, and children 3-5 with Tess llogu
and Ann Stones in the main Parish Room. Any parents who would like to come and
join the age 3-5 group are very welcome, this is also the Practice followed at the
Cathedral. There will be NO Children's Liturgy during August, we will begin again
in September. Thank you - Maureen and Amanda

Sacred Heart School Summer Fayre — Friday 12" July 1.30-3.30pm
Parishioners will be hosting a Book Stall and a Cake Stall to raise money for parish
funds. The School would also be grateful for donations of bottles or sweets - these

can be left in the room at the back of church on Sunday 7th July. Please come

Pat Doyle, George Burnitt, Jan Dexter, Owen Jenkinson, Tony Wood, Mary Smith, along and support this event. Thank you.

Julia Hill, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson, Bernadette Hoult,
Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, Tess Lynch, Justin
Phillip Collins, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong,
Matthew Deakin, Margaret Booker, Michael Foy, Shirley Broadhead, Norah Preuss.

Unclaimed Raffle Prizes
Tickets 476-480 Bottle of Bourbon, Tickets 931-935 Towels.
Please contact Liz Salmon.

Masses
Fr. Declan will soon be back amongst his “flock”. We thank Fr Andrew for
celebrating the recent weekend masses with us.

Prayer for Vocations
Loving and generous Father: it is you who call us by name and ask us to follow you. In
particular, you call some to serve you as ministers in your church. Bless our Diocese
of Hallam by raising up faith-filled and dedicated priests, deacons and religious. Bless
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Marist Pilgrimage to Walsingham Saturday 6™ July our families and choose from our homes those who are needed for your mission.

The Marist Pilgrimage (Yorkshire Rose coach) pick-up points are:

Blessed John Anne Pray for us
St Michael’'s Church, Wombwell at 7.30am, and near the Butterfly Cafe/ bus stop Blessed Robert Ludlam Prail/ for us
Doncaster Road, Goldthorpe 7.45am. Please be prompt. Any queries on the day Blessed Nicholas Garlick Pray for us
of travel please contact our organiser Pam Kershaw on 07867 505966. Blessed William Richardson Pray for us

All receipts issued by Amanda have this number written on them too. 0 Mary, Mother of Perpetual Help  Pray for us



