
 

Service Times & Intentions 
Saturday Vigil 

 (St Michael`s) 

27 Jul 5.30pm Robert Ludwik Arczewski RIP 

Sunday  

(Sacred Heart) 

28 Jul 9.00am Helen Burkinshaw RIP 

Sunday  

(St Helen`s) 

28 Jul 11.00am People of the Parish 

Tuesday 
(St Helen`s) 

30 Jul 10.00am Holy Souls 

Wednesday 
(St Michael`s) 

31 Jul 10.00am Holy Souls 

Thursday  
(St Helen`s) 

1 Aug 10.00am  

Friday 
(Sacred Heart) 

2 Aug 10.00am Holy Souls 

Saturday Vigil 
(St Michael`s) 

3 Aug 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 

(Sacred Heart) 

4 Aug 9.00am Kathleen Hanrahan RIP 

Sunday 

(St. Helen`s) 

4 Aug 11.00am   

 
Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm. 
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Sunday 28th July 2024                                                                          Sunday Year B 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                              Weekday Cycle ll 

 “Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and gave them out to all who were sitting 
ready.” 
 
Over the years cookery programmes have become a more than popular area of 
TV production throughout the world. The presenting chefs become household 
names and write recipes and travel books that sell in their millions. Supermarkets 
run out of products the programmes recommend, although it is not known how 
much the practice of cooking in the home is really affected, as we still spend an 
awful amount of money on readymade meals. What is true is how much our 
knowledge and language of food has been widened. 
A recent programme had contestants cooking an outdoor meal of foraged food for 
a group of scouts. What happened to the leftover food? Did the contestants eat it? 
I hope that the camera crews and assistants were also well rewarded for their 
painstaking labours. 
At the same time as this exultation of food and cookery is happening, we are also 
facing a growth in famine and a struggle to feed families even in the richer 
countries. Food banks have grown up in most cities and towns, and more and more 
people, even if working, find themselves turning to the banks for help. As such, this 
development is a sign and symptom of the failure of government and society, but 
that does not take away the responsibility of each of us who have more than 
enough food to get involved.  
In our first reading today we have Elisha, the man of God, feeding over a hundred 
men with twenty barley loaves, and plenty kept over. And throughout the journey 
to the Promised Land God provides manna for his people, and again the gift is 
plentiful. The well-fed crowd understand what Jesus has done and that this is a 
sign of his God-given powers. In their minds this means that he will be the king who 
will free them from the Roman occupation, but he is not that sort of king.  
Jesus also uses the occasion as a test for his disciples. Do they think that he can 
feed the crowds? No, they don’t. Andrew and Philip, like Peter on other occasions, 
fail the test. They are filled with doubt, whereas Jesus is quite certain of what he is 
going to do. But this leaves him on his own. If this miraculous feeding is the start 
of a chapter about Jesus feeding us with himself in the Eucharist, it will end with 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 First Reading 2 Kings 4:42-44 

Elisha feeds the people with barley loaves 
and fresh grain. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 144:10-11,15-18 

You open wide your hand, O Lord, and 
grant our desires. 

 
Second Reading Ephesians 4:1-6 

We should do all we can to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit by the peace that binds us 
together. 
   

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your words are spirit, Lord and they are 
life: you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel John 6:1-15  

Jesus feeds the crowd with the five barley 
loaves and two fish, and twelve hampers 
of scraps are left over. 
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many of his followers unable to accept that teaching and leaving him once again 
alone.  
We find ourselves faced with two questions to answer. Do we have the trust that 
Jesus can still perform the miracles we need? And can we play our part in carrying 
out what is asked of us in achieving such miracles? There is a sense in which Jesus 
hands over the responsibility for the world to his disciples, but they can only accept 
this invitation if they firmly believe in him. They cannot do it by themselves.  
It is through the gift of the Eucharist, that Jesus himself enables us to respond. We 
are never alone. As we view the feeding needs of our world and its peoples both 
near and far, our first human reaction, like that of the disciples, may be to declare 
that the task is impossible and certainly beyond our talents and resources. Yet, 
even as we speak, so many people are making what seem little contributions grow 
into a huge force for good. Internationally we can support charities which 
concentrate on feeding the needy. Locally, we can actively help in the running of 
food banks as volunteers, but we can also contribute a percentage of what we 
spend on food for ourselves. Supermarkets now provide points for the gathering 
and delivery of goods, and there are apps which give regular updates on what 
foodstuffs are most required locally. Each contribution may seem insignificant but 
put together they help families to survive. As we do this, they do not feel abandoned 
or left on their own, and it could be argued, neither are we and nor is Jesus.  
_________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission 
 

Prayers for the Sick 
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially 

Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, George Burnitt, Jan Dexter, Owen Jenkinson, Tony Wood, 

Mary Smith, Julia Hill, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson, 
Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, 
Tess Lynch, Justin Phillip Collins, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, 
Val Armstrong, Matthew Deakin, Margaret Booker, Michael Foy, Shirley Broadhead, 
Norah Preuss. 
 

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland 
The winning number was 44. J Andrews won £25 in Hoyland. In Goldthorpe the 
winner was M Archibald, winning the rollover of £50. 
 

Mass Offerings 
There are plenty of Masses available for your intentions, especially for weekday 
masses. Please use one of the specially printed envelopes from the back of church. 
 

Wombwell Community Lunch Club. 
The Lunch Club meets each Thursday at 12noon in St. Michael`s Church Hall and 

is an opportunity for people of different ages and backgrounds to come together 

for a meal. Lunch is only £5 and consists of a hot meal and a pudding. The meal is 

followed by a raffle and bingo. 

For more information and bookings, please contact Barbara on 07742 548985 

 

Dearne Churches Together Summer Events 
There is no excuse to be bored during the summer holidays! Check out these 
events. 
PICNIC IN THE PARKS  
3 FREE dates this Summer!  Bring your own picnic. FREE games, activities and 
ice cream for children. 
Wednesday 31st July, 12-2.00pm Goldthorpe Park, Doncaster Road 
Wednesday 7th August 12 -2.00pm Carrfield Field, Highgate Lane, Bolton 
Wednesday 28th August 12 -2.00pm Thurnscoe Community Plaza 
 

Goldthorpe by the Sea 
Monday 19th August, 11.00am -2.00pm Goldthorpe Pentecostal Community 
Church, Market Street 
Sand and water play, seaside crafts, bouncy castle 
Tickets £3 per person OR £10 for Family ticket - up to 5 people 
Please book via Julie Turner 07729 421405 or email julie@gpcchurch.co.uk 
 

Think Resilient! For young people aged 7-15 
Wednesday 21st August 11.30am - 1.30pm  
Goldthorpe Pentecostal Community Church, Market Street 
Games and activities to help young people develop resilience in emotional well-
being and mental health. Free entry, free refreshments. 
Booking essential by 31st July. Contact Julie on 07729 421405 
or julie@gpcchurch.co.uk 
 

Salvation Army Appeal  
The Salvation Army is desperate for non-perishable food to help feed hungry 
children during the school holidays. There are boxes at the back of each of our 
three churches for your donations. Otherwise you can donate at the just giving 
page for Goldthorpe Salvation Army or simply leave a donation with Fr Declan, in 
an envelope for the Salvation Army. Thank you 
 

Diocese of Hallam, Marian Youth Group 
For all young people of the Diocese, there will be a Mass and picnic at Padley 
Chapel on Thursday 15th August from 1030-3.00pm, meeting at Grindleford 
Station.  

 
Prayer for Vocations 

Loving and generous Father: it is you who call us by name and ask us to follow you.  In 
particular, you call some to serve you as ministers in your church.  Bless our Diocese 
of Hallam by raising up faith-filled and dedicated priests, deacons and religious. Bless 
our families and choose from our homes those who are needed for your mission. 

Blessed John Anne                           Pray for us 
Blessed Robert Ludlam                     Pray for us 
Blessed Nicholas Garlick                   Pray for us 

                             Blessed William Richardson              Pray for us   
                             0 Mary, Mother of Perpetual Help      Pray for us 
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