
 

Service Times & Intentions 
Saturday Vigil 

 (St Michael`s) 

7 Sep 5.30pm Clifford Lauren RIP 

Sunday  

(Sacred Heart) 

8 Sep 9.00am Kitty Bainbridge RIP 

Sunday  

(St Helen`s) 

8 Sep 11.00am People of the Parish 

Tuesday 
(St Helen`s) 

10 Sep 10.00am Brian McAllister RIP 

Wednesday 
(St Michael`s) 

11 Sep 10.00am People named on Sick List 

Thursday  
(St Helen`s) 

12 Sep 10.00am Andrew J Marren RIP 

Friday 
 

13 Sep  NO MASS 

Saturday Vigil 
(St Michael`s) 

14 Sep 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 

(Sacred Heart) 

15 Sep 9.00am Kathleen Hanrahan RIP 

Sunday 

(St. Helen`s) 

15 Sep 11.00am  Colin Barker RIP 

 
Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm. 
The Rosary at Goldthorpe is every Wednesday at 1.30pm. 
 
Please note that the Marist Way meeting on 11th September is cancelled 
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Sunday 8th September 2024                                                                 Sunday Year B 
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                             Weekday Cycle ll 

 “If anyone has ears to hear, let him listen!” (Matthew 11:15) 
 
Have you ever had an “Aha! Moment”, a time when you suddenly realised 
something that you previously didn't comprehend, or perhaps when your 
understanding of something suddenly clicked? The Greek scientist Archimedes is 
alleged to have experienced a great moment of insight whilst sitting in his bath, 
which led to him running down the street, naked, shouting “Eureka!” (I have found 
it!). Today is Education Sunday and we give thanks for all those who have provided 
those eureka moments for us, those who taught us in the past and all those 
currently teaching in our schools and colleges. And as we celebrate the vocation 
of teaching we also give thanks to Jesus, the master teacher. In today’s Gospel he 
touches a man’s eyes and ears and lets him see and hear. Good teaching is about 
opening eyes, ears and minds – letting people see things differently, showing them 
a new perspective. 
So, what is Christ trying to teach us? Notice that Jesus never speaks in theological 
jargon. His preferred teaching style is the parable: stories about good Samaritans, 
lost sheep, lost sons and wedding feasts. Stories about things that never took 
place, but actually take place all the time – in every town and city, on every 
continent, on every day of human existence. Interestingly, Jesus rarely mentions 
God explicitly in the parables; they are not “other-worldly” stories but focus on the 
ordinary events of this world now. He knows such stories will stay long in the minds 
of those who hear them; he hopes that his listeners will make the connections, that 
the penny will drop, and they will begin to see life from a fresh perspective. The 
religious leaders around Jesus claimed to have all the answers. Jesus, on the other 

hand, often just asks questions, creating problems for his listeners to grapple with 

rather than spoon-feeding them solutions. It’s the grappling that leads to spiritual 
growth. 
The fact that so many people today can remember the parables is a testament to 
Jesus' teaching power. We have all heard the parable of the Good Samaritan and 
we are usually impressed. We might say, “What a lovely story. How heart-
warming!” 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 First Reading  Isaiah 35:4-7 

God will open the eyes of the blind and the 
ears of the deaf. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 145:7-10 

My soul, give praise to the Lord. 
 

Second Reading  James 2:1-5 

Belief in Christ means that we should treat 
everyone equally. God does not favour the 
rich over the poor and neither should we.  
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mark 7:31-37 

Jesus heals both the body and the soul. 
He enables us all to see and hear more 
clearly.  
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But the parables are designed to go deeper than this. The Gospel writers did not 
record them so that future readers could admire their prose or marvel over Jesus' 
undoubted skills as a storytelling teacher. The whole point of a parable is to help 
us to discover for ourselves something profound, to precipitate a “light bulb 
moment” which will inspire us to transform our behaviour and become a different 
person. To say: “In future I will not ignore that person who needs help, I will copy 
this Samaritan in the way I respond to the needy”. And that is the essence of 
Christ’s teaching. What concerns Jesus is how we act rather than the ideas we 
hold; he calls us to be people who forgive. He urges us to be generous and 
compassionate with others and to pursue social justice and the way of 
peace. There is a bias towards action in the Gospel. Jesus tells us that if you don’t 
do it, then you don’t believe it; if you don’t do it then you haven’t heard it or seen it. 
It’s only when we start to actually put his teaching into practice that we can truly 
believe, in our hearts, what we say we believe all along in our heads. We can’t be 
“theoretical Christians”. In the words of James, “If good works do not accompany 
faith, it is quite dead”. If there is no change in us then the world isn’t changed; 
Christ’s teaching just lives on in the pages of the Bible: nothing happens, the book 
is closed, there is a brief moment of admiration perhaps, and then life moves on. 
But Jesus wants more from us – his desire for his followers is to: “understand with 
their heart and be converted and be healed by me”. The incarnation means the 
word became flesh and Jesus wants his teaching to become a lived reality, to 
become enfleshed in our world, to leap out from the page and into our lives.  
Can we open our eyes and ears to Christ, the master teacher? Can we experience 
our own eureka moment – putting into practice the teaching of Jesus and thereby 
experiencing his promise of “life in all its fullness” 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission 
 

Prayers for the Sick 
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially 

 Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, George Burnitt, Owen 

Jenkinson, Tony Wood, Mary Smith, Julia Hill, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy 
Winterton, Carole Dyson, Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy 
McNicholas, David Hardy, Tess Lynch, Justin Phillip Collins, Hannah Prentiss, 
Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Matthew Deakin, Margaret Booker, 
Michael Foy, Shirley Broadhead, Norah Preuss. 
 

Requiescat in Pace  
We pray for the repose of the soul of Canon Joseph Taylor, who died on 1st 

September. Please keep his family and friends in your prayers. 

 

Car Park at St Michael`s Church 
The new parking system is now live. Regular users of the church or hall will be put 
on a list so there will never be a charge. Infrequent users can put their car 
registration number on a tablet, there is one in the church and one in the hall, no 
fee will be taken. This only applies at St Michael`s where there has been a parking 
problem for many years. 

Shared Table of International Cuisine  
Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, Sunday 29th September 

Corpus Christi Parish Shared Table, celebrating International Cuisine, bring your 
favourite dish to share with your parish family. From 1.00pm -3.00pm at St 
Michael's Church Hall, Park Street, Wombwell.  Tea, Coffee & Soft drinks will be 
provided. Bring your own drinks if you wish.  
Please book your free tickets by email or text. Email: off-fishing@hotmail.co.uk or 
text your name and number of seats required to 07877030827.  
Raffle will carry a small charge, all proceeds to Corpus Christi Parish maintenance 
fund. 
 

Change to Masses next Week 
     Please note there will be NO mass at Sacred Heart on Friday 13th September. 

 

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland 
The winning number was 54. The winners in Hoyland was P Tomlinson, winning 
£25. There was no winner in Goldthorpe so next weekend will be a rollover of £50.  
 

Home Mission Sunday 
Each year we celebrate Home Mission Sunday, when the Bishops invite parishes 
to pray for the mission of the Church in England and Wales. There will be a second 
collection next week to support the work of evangelisation. 

 
Fertility Posters 

There are two updated poster from the Diocese relating to Fertility Care and the help 
which is available. Further details are available by visiting www.fccgb.org  
 

Annual Mass Count  
Coming soon to your church, commencing on 21st/22nd September and for a further 
three weeks, the number of attendees at each of the weekend masses will be 
recorded for the Diocesan statistics. Please ensure there are persons in place to 
undertake the counting, thank you. 
 

Prayer for Vocations 
Loving and generous Father: it is you who call us by name and ask us to follow you.  In 
particular, you call some to serve you as ministers in your church.  Bless our Diocese 
of Hallam by raising up faith-filled and dedicated priests, deacons and religious. Bless 
our families and choose from our homes those who are needed for your mission. 

Blessed John Anne                           Pray for us 
Blessed Robert Ludlam                     Pray for us 
Blessed Nicholas Garlick                   Pray for us 

                             Blessed William Richardson              Pray for us   
                             0 Mary, Mother of Perpetual Help      Pray for us 
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