30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading Jeremiah 31:7-9

The people shout out in joy, because God
has bestowed salvation on them, comforting
them in their tears and guiding them so they
do not stumble.

Responsorial Psalm 125
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad.

Second Reading Hebrews 5:1-6

Christ did not give himself the glory of
becoming a high priest. Rather he was
chosen, called as God’s son, to act for all
humans in their relations with God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluial
I am the light of the world, says the Lord,
anyone who follows me will have the light
of life.
Alleluia!

Gospel Mark: 10:46-52

Despite being admonished and asked to
stay quiet, Bartimaeus persists in his
attempt to seek healing from Jesus, who
tells Bartimaeus that his faith has saved
him.
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Service Times & Intentions

Saturday Vigil 26 Oct 5.30pm John Dainty RIP

(St Michael's)

Sunday 27 Oct 9.00am John Gilliver's Intentions
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 27 Oct 11.00am People of the Parish

(St Helen's)

Monday 28 Oct 7.00pm Reception into church of Julia Hill
(St Helen's)

Tuesday 29 Oct 10.30am Requiem for Julia Hill
(St Helen's)

Wednesday 30 Oct NO MASS

(St Michael's)

Thursday Vigil, All Saints 31 Oct 7.00pm Tony Wood RIP

(St Michael's)

Friday, All Saints 1 Nov 9.00am People of the Parish
(Sacred Heart)

Friday, All Saints 1 Nov 11.00am Andrew J Marren RIP
(St. Helen’s)

Saturday, All Souls 2 Nov 11.00am Holy Souls

(St Helen's)

Saturday Vigil 2 Nov 5.30pm Tony Wood RIP

(St Michael's)

Sunday 3 Nov 9.00am Miley Connors RIP and Paddy Connors
(Sacred Heart) RIP

Sunday 3 Nov 11.00am People of the Parish

(St. Helen's)

“Go, your faith has saved you.”

Many of us are planners, and when we set out on a journey we prepare. We research
our destination and how we will get there, book our tickets, accommodation and
activities, and pack carefully so that we have everything we might need. We organise
things so that our journey is smooth, and we take out travel insurance in case it is not.
We feel in control, able to manage on our own, powerful. More often than not, things
work out because we have done our best to make sure they do and that nothing
unexpected happens. When we see other people’s plans fall apart, we may
sympathise, but we may also judge. What did they expect? They should have checked
their passports months ago! They should have factored in traffic delays! They
shouldn’t have signed up for such a risky activity! Life is often spoken of in terms of a
journey, and specific periods within a life are often spoken of in terms of journeys too.
The difference between the journeys we plan and the journey of life — and the smaller
journeys that comprise it — is that there is a limit to how much we can control in life.
We can work hard to enhance our opportunities, we can nurture our relationships to
enhance our personal happiness, we can eat well and exercise to enhance our health.
But we cannot always insure ourselves against obstacles on that journey — be they
“failure”, iliness, bereavement, war, natural disaster, powerlessness.

Today'’s scripture readings are about the journey of life and the shorter journeys within
it. In Jeremiah and in the psalm, we hear that the people’s journey was far from
smooth. There were tears, suffering, and captivity, but Jeremiah tells of God’s promise
to comfort and guide them, and the psalm sings of the marvels God has worked for
the people. In the Gospel, Bartimaeus is described as “a blind beggar”. His life has not
been smooth, and there has probably been little he has been able to do to make it
smoother for himself. When he makes noise, he is told to be quiet. He seems
powerless and cast aside — someone who should have no right to bother Jesus along
the road. But Bartimaeus has faith in Jesus and persists. He calls Jesus “Master” and
asks Jesus to let him see again. Jesus tells him that his faith has saved him, and
Bartimaeus follows Jesus along the road. And while this story is one of physical
healing, it is also one of choice. Bartimaeus, who had little power on his own, has
chosen to have faith in Jesus, and that faith seems to be crucial to his healing. When
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his sight is restored, he chooses to follow Jesus on a path of discipleship. You might
even say the story is as much about the call to follow Jesus as it is about healing.
When we feel we are in control, it is easy to forget our vulnerability and the one thing
that can be guaranteed in the journey of life — that it will not always be smooth. There
will be plans that come to fruition, but there will also be pain, suffering, loss and
rejection. Some of the journeys that comprise our life’s journey may be about little
more than pain — loss of our health, our independence, our home or our loved ones.
It is at times like these that our planning and our going it alone will take us only so far,
and we are faced with our own vulnerability and powerlessness.

It is also at times like these that we realise we are not alone, however, and that we
have been given both the gift and the choice of faith. Just as the God Jeremiah
describes was there to comfort the people and guide them by a smooth path to
streams of water, and just as Jesus was there to restore Bartimaeus’ sight, so we can
believe that God is present to guide us on our journey — to comfort and strengthen us
when the path is not smooth. Moreover, the gift and the call to faith and discipleship
that Bartimaeus demonstrated are not just about the individual who needs picking up.
We are a people of faith, called to follow Jesus’ example in community. It is in that
togetherness that we follow the will of God, lifting each other up according to need as
we journey through life, experiencing for ourselves and sharing with others the healing
power of faith.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially
Stephen and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, Owen
Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson,
Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy,
Tess Lynch, Justin Phillip Collins, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val
Armstrong, Matthew Deakin, Margaret Booker, Michael Foy, Shirley Broadhead, Norah
Preuss.
Julia Hill RIP
Julia will be received into St Helen's church on Monday 28™ October at 7.00pm. The
funeral service will be on Tuesday 29" October at 10.30am. Please keep her family and
friends in your prayers
Holy Souls
November will soon be upon us, the month when we pray especially for those who have
died. If you would like a mass for your loved ones who are no longer with us, the Holy
Souls lists and envelopes are now available from church. Masses for the Holy Souls will
then be said throughout the coming year
Mission Sunday Collection 20" October 2024
Thank you for your generous donations. The total of £148.15 has been raised so far.
Needy Parishes
Next weekend there will be a collection for those parishes that need a little extra help.
Red Mission Boxes
Money collected from Red Mission boxes during September totalled £376.30. Thank
You.

All Saints, Friday 1% November

Please note the masses for this Holy Day of Obligation. There will be mass on All

Souls Day, Saturday 2" November, at 11.00am in St Helen's. Please note there

will be no mass on Wednesday 30th October.

Readers wanted for St Michael's

If you would like to join the rota for reading at 5.30pm mass on Saturday please

give your name and phone number to Fr Declan. We're looking to create a rota

from January.

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland

The Bonus Ball was 25. The winner in Hoyland was H Grayson, winning the rollover

of £50. Once again, there was no winner in Goldthorpe, so next week will rollover to

£75. If you wish to take up a spare number in Goldthorpe, please see George Burnitt.

Developments in Spirituality
In addition to the seasonal days of recollection (the next one is 14t December) that the
Formation and Mission Team is offering, a number of other events are planned to help
people to develop their spirituality, beginning with an online week of Guided Prayer from
1-7December led by the Jesuit Institute. Further details on the Diocesan website.
Retreat at St Vincent’s Mission Hub Sheffield, Saturday 9 November
Offering young adults (aged 16-35 or Year 11+) from across Hallam Diocese and
beyond, the opportunity to come together and explore what it means to be in relationship
with God.
Tickets can be purchased from https://www.youth2000.org/events/sheffield2024
Sr Clare Smith RSM
Sr Clare is the last remaining Sister of Mercy to leave the Diocese, ending an
association with the Sisters which stretches back 141 years. To mark the end of her
ministry to the Diocese of Hallam, a celebration Mass of Thanksgiving will be held on
Sunday 17th November 2024 at 2:30pm at St William of York Church, Ecclesall Road
Sheffield. Chief Concelebrant will be Bishop Ralph and Bishop John, Emeritus Bishop
of Hallam, will also be present as will PP, Fr John Cooke. Parking spaces are limited,
although the Car Park at the Co Op store near the church has time limited paid car
parking. If you are planning to attend, please inform the parish office at St William of
York: office@stwilliamofyorksheffield.org.uk by 1st November
Dearne Churches Together - Family Fun Day
Wednesday 30th October 10-12noon at Goldthorpe Pentecostal Community Church,
Market Street. Come and make a lantern for the DCT Christmas Festival of Lanterns
- fun crafts, activities and games for all the family.
Please book via Julie Turner 07729 421405 or email julie@ gpcchurch.co.uk
Notre Dame Sixth Form Opening Morning Saturday 16" November
Taking place between 10-12noon. Please visit notredame-high.co.uk for further details.
Jubilee Year Pilgrimage in Kent — 15"-19" September 2025

Taking in visits to National Shrines of St Jude and St Augustine, and a tour of Canterbury
Cathedral. Please see the poster at the back of church for details.

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm.
The Rosary at Goldthorpe is every Wednesday at 1.30pm
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