2nd Sunday of Advent Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluial
First Reading Baruch 5:1-9 Prepare the way of the Lord, make his

God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his | Paths straight; all flesh shall see the

glory. salvation of God.
Alleluia!
Responsorial Psalm 125:1-2b,2c-3,
4-5,6 Gospel Luke 3:1-6
What great deeds the Lord worked for us! The word of God comes to John the

Indeed we were glad. Baptist in the wilderness.
Second Reading Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
St Paul’'s prayer is that our love for each
other may increase.

Parish of Corpus Christi
Sacred Heart (Goldthorpe), Sacred Heart & St Helen (Hoyland) and St Michael
& All Angels (Wombwell)

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Declan Brett.
23 Park Street, Wombwell Barnsley, S73 0HQ
01226 752372
email: parishofcorpuschristi@gmail.com

Website: https://corpuschristi.hallam-diocese.com
Facebook: Corpus Christi Dearne Valley

Parish Safeguarding Representatives:
Sheila Marren 07932 722188 Mary Obodo 07950 162668
Roman Catholic Diocese of Hallam Trust * Registered Charity Number 512021

Service Times & Intentions

Sunday 8th December 2024 Sunday Year C
Second Sunday of Advent Weekday Cycle I

Saturday Vigil 7 Dec 5.30pm Julia Hill RIP

(St Michael’s)

Sunday 8 Dec 9.00am Luke Heavey RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 8 Dec 11.00am People of the Parish
(St Helen's)

Tuesday 10 Dec 10.00am R Gallagher RIP

(St Helen's)

Wednesday 11 Dec 10.00am Shaun Barrett RIP
(St Michael's)

Thursday 12 Dec 10.00am Holy Souls

(St Helen's)

Friday 13 Dec 10.00am Yvonne Gurney RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Saturday Vigil 14 Dec 5.30pm People of the Parish
(St Michael’s)

Sunday 15 Dec 9.00am Mrs Margaret Bennett RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 15 Dec 11.00am Brigid Kelly RIP

(St. Helen's)

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm.

Marist Way and Rosary at Goldthorpe
The Rosary at Goldthorpe will be every Wednesday at 1.30pm. The Rosary will be
combined with the Marist Way once a month. The next Marist Meeting with Rosary
is on Wednesday December 11th.

“A voice cries in the wilderness; prepare a way for the Lord.”

We may not have thought it but most of us use the word joy very carefully. Its
synonyms such as happiness or gladness come more readily to our lips. We may be
delighted or over the moon or alternatively devastated or sick as a parrot, but we do
tend to reserve the word joy and its compounds for more special descriptions. It is
perhaps not true of other languages. The French wish each other a “Joyeux Noel” if
usually only in its written form. But the English-speaking use of the word is more
restrained. It is as though we use it to express something deeper and less transitory
than happiness or gladness. We can use it to express a state of mind brought about
by our own achievements, but they must be special, such as giving birth or an
unexpected but delightful meeting with those we love. More usually we reserve its use
for occasions when we want to express being in touch with something that is greater
than ourselves. This can be a religious experience but also our reaction to encounters
with nature, the arts or music, or those special moments of being with others. Hymns
and poetry are the natural milieux for its use. “Give me joy in my heart, keep me
praising” we sing, or “This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow.” It has its natural
companions too, namely gratitude and a sense of deep serenity or peace. We
recognise it as a gift that is ultimately beyond our understanding, a blessed gift we
pray we may be always open to receiving and may relish when it is bestowed.

St Paul’s address to the Philippians immediately picks up on the theme of joy. He says
that whenever he prays for his listeners he prays with joy because he remembers how
open they have been to the message he preached to them and how eager they have
been to spread the Good News. His prayer for them now is that their love for each
other may increase more and more so that they will eventually reach the stage of
perfect goodness. In both the Gospel and the first reading the image of this new state
of joy is conveyed through the image of the flattening of the mountains and the filling
in of the valleys. For nature lovers this might not sound like the best of ideas, but for
those struggling to make a living in rugged terrain it is an image of resolving their
struggles to make a living. St Pius IX had the text from Isaiah engraved on the first
papal railway coach, as he envisaged the arrival of the railway as a symbol of such a
time coming into being. Unfortunately, this was followed quickly by a time of revolution
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throughout Europe, and he changed his mind about the modern world and its
attributes. St John, in preparing the way for the coming of Jesus, proclaims that
nothing can stand in his way. His powerful presence can overcome all obstacles.

The American Constitution speaks of the right to happiness. It has proved to be a siren
song for many. It is the nature of happiness or joy that they do not conform to the
language of rights. Happiness is transitory, and even joy as a deeper response to life is
not a human right. It is a response to being open to what life brings when that life also
includes the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. For Christians is it ultimately
allowing ourselves to be seduced by God, what Christian writers have termed being
“surprised by joy”. For St Paul it happens through the pursuit of goodness. As we grow
in our love for each other and our love for our world we find joy creeping into our lives,
at first unawares and then gradually becoming the bedrock of our existence. It is true
that some people seem to have a more natural talent for this pursuit than others. They
automatically take choices for the good that others haven’t even recognised as a choice.
If we are not so naturally inclined, how do we cultivate an openness to joy? It is partly a
matter of getting rid of the attitudes that block such openness, for example being
judgmental, negatively inclined, a moaner. The more positive side is exploring what in
life we find enlightening and uplifting, the moments we have been touched by joy and
how we might increase our openness to such moments in the here and now.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially
George Beard, Stephen and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin,
Pat Doyle, Owen Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole
Dyson, Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David
Hardy, Tess Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong,
Margaret Booker, Norah Preuss.

Requiescant in Pace

Many of you will have known Sue Smith, Head of Saint Pius School, who died on
Monday. She spent the whole of her teaching career at the school and will be greatly
missed. Please keep her family and friends in your prayers.

Also please keep in your prayers Tom Jones, one of our parisioners who died
recently.

Caritas Annual Appeal Sunday 1t December
Thank you for your donations last weekend. The parish raised £100 in total.

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers wanted for St Michael's
The list is still available for anyone who wishes to be a Reader or Eucharistic Minister.

Carol Singing at Parkside Care Home, Wombwell
Dearne Churches Together have been invited to sing carols at Parkside Care Home at
2.00pm on Wednesday 11" December. All musicians and singers are very welcome.
Please contact The DCT organiser, Karen Dunn on 07792 198631 if you wish to help.

Barnsley Deanery Service of Reconciliation
Wednesday 18" December 7.00pm
You are all invited to the Reconciliation Service which this Advent will be at Blessed
Sacrament, Matlock Road, Athersley S71 3SG.

Carol Service at Goldthorpe, 6.30pm Friday 20" December
Preparations for the Carol Service are going very well. The remaining singing practices
are at Goldthorpe after 9.00am mass on 8" and 15" December, and at 5.00pm on
Wednesday 11t December. Thank you to those who have offered to be Readers, we still
have one reading available. Do please get in touch with Amanda Campbell on 07505
408870 if you can help. Let’s all enjoy this celebration for the whole parish!

Carols by Candlelight at St Michael's Sunday 22" December 6.00pm
You are all invited to share in this wonderful celebration, together with the Salvation Army
and their super brass band. The service will be followed by mince pies, tea and coffee.
Please come along.

Opening of the Jubilee Year 2025—Saturday 28" December, 12.30pm
The rite of the Opening of the Jubilee Year will take place on Saturday 28th December,
at which Bishop Ralph will preside. The celebration will start at the Sheffield Anglican
Cathedral at 12.30pm, from which there will be a procession to St Marie’s Cathedral for
the opening Mass. All from across the Diocese are encouraged to come and celebrate
the beginning of this special year, in which all are invited “to an intense experience of
the love of God” and “a lively experience of grace and hope” (Francis, Spes non
confundit, 6)!

Bishop Ralph’s Hallam Bethlehem Fund
We are supporting Bishop Ralph’s Hallam Bethlehem Fund by inviting parishioners to
sign a big Christmas card in each of our three churches and make a donation instead of
sending individual cards. We raised £100 last year.

Christmas cards, calendars and diaries
Now available for sale from the back of church.

My Day by Day for Advent
Also available are the My Day by Day Booklets, containing all the readings for Advent.
There are both Adult and Junior versions. A voluntary donation of £1

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland
The Bonus Ball was 17.The winner in Hoyland was S Marren winning £25. In Goldthorpe
the winner was M Bennett, winning the rollover of £50.

Salvation Army Christmas Toy Appeal.
The Salvation Army, Straight Lane, Goldthorpe, are appealing for new toys as Christmas
gifts, particularly “traditional” toys (dolls, prams, teddies, etc) for children aged up to 3.
Please drop off on Mondays noon-3.00pm or Fridays 10am-noon.Thank you.



