
 

Service Times & Intentions 
Saturday Vigil 

 (St Michael`s) 

28 Dec 5.30pm Julia and David Hill RIP 

Sunday  

(Sacred Heart) 

  29 Dec 9.00am People of the Parish 

Sunday  

(St Helen`s) 

  29 Dec 11.00am Fr Denis Norman RIP 

Tuesday  
(St Helen`s) 

31 Dec 10.00am Raymond Gallagher  RIP 

Wednesday  
(St Michael`s) 

1 Jan 10.00am Eileen M H Moxon RIP 

Thursday  
( St Helen`s) 

2 Jan 10.00am Tony and Barbara English RIP 

Friday 
(Sacred Heart) 

3 Jan 10.00am Eileen Mary Hardie RIP 

Saturday Vigil 
(St Michael`s) 

4 Jan 5.30pm Fr. Declan and Parishioners 

Sunday 

(Sacred Heart) 

5 Jan 9.00am  People of the Parish 

Sunday 

(St. Helen`s) 

5 Jan 11.00am Audrey O`Neill RIP 

 
  Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm.  
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 Sunday 29th December 2024                                                                Sunday Year C 
 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph                                     Weekday Cycle ll   

“Did you not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?” 

 

Losing a child is a parent’s nightmare. The tragic story of Madeleine McCann has 
made people extra vigilant. Thankfully, most families are quickly reunited. One 
mother who lost  ̶  and found  ̶  her child in a busy supermarket has shared her 
ordeal on social media. She advises dressing little children in bright colours for any 
major excursion, writing your mobile number on their arm, and taking a photo before 
you set off, in case you need to show it to someone later.  
Her top tip is this: she calls it, “looking loudly”, by which she means yelling out the 
child’s description as you go searching. That way, everyone joins in the search! It 
is embarrassing, of course. People will stare. They may even think you negligent, 
but it will be worth it! Most people are only too happy to help. They may have been 
through the same experience themselves. If so, they will understand that, in most 
cases, neither child nor parent is to blame. Some children may be prone to straying, 
of course, but it is just as likely that their attention has been caught by something, 
and that adults are the ones who wander off, unaware that the child is no longer 
with them.  
So it was for the Holy Family, en route home from Jerusalem. Pilgrims with long 
journeys ahead of them did not always stay for the entire week of Passover, and 
this seems to have been the case with Mary and Joseph. They assumed Jesus was 
somewhere in the company of fellow Galileans travelling back north, but he was 
nowhere to be found that night as they set up camp on the border with Samaria. At 
first light, they turned back. By the time they reached Jerusalem, two whole days 
had elapsed since they last saw their son. Imagine their anxiety! Bandits roamed 
the hills! Anything could have happened to him!  
The city was packed for this pilgrim festival, and it was not until the third day of 
searching that they spotted Jesus. He was probably at the southern entrance to the 
Temple complex. Public discourses were held there on the minor days of Passover 
week, on a wide stone platform halfway up the steps. There he was, debating with 
the learned scribes. His questions seem to have made quite an impression on 
everyone. They astonished his mother… who could have suspected such maturity 

The Holy Family 
 

First Reading Sirach:3:2-6, 12-14  

 

Responsorial Psalm 128:1-5 

Blessed are all who fear the Lord, and walk 
in his ways. 
 

Second Reading  Col 3: 12-21 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts; let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Luke 2:41-52 

As a boy, Jesus loved to be in the Temple. 

He found it hard to tear himself away! 
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in her son? Jesus was not a naughty child. On the contrary, he dedicated himself to 
the things that mattered most. Some years later he would commend a woman for 
doing just the same, that is, sitting and listening at his feet, much to the annoyance 
of her sister Martha. Already, at the age of twelve, Jesus was learning that people’s 
priorities differ, and that children are not always the ones who overlook what is most 
important… adults sometimes do that, too!  
This story of the Holy Family parallels the experience of many a Christian family 
where teenagers hanker for independence and parental anxiety spills over in 
exasperation. The pattern of pulling away and drawing closer characterises all 
human relationships. The occasional misunderstanding may help us, as it helped 
Mary, to see one another in a new light. Sometimes in a relationship we may need 
to retrace our steps and start again. It is all part of life’s pilgrimage. Indeed, Jesus 
at the heart of the Holy Family offers a reassuring glimpse of his Church. Though 
its mission may not be understood by every member in quite the same way, yet, 
together, we seek ever closer union with Christ and grow in wisdom. 
The Gospel tells us that Mary was vexed. This was not the only time Jesus caused 
consternation. Peter, too, would one day chide him for wandering off without telling 
anyone. Obedience to the Father’s will was always more important to Jesus than 
anything else. We do well to remember that! It is not possible to harness his Spirit 
to our schedules. Better to pray first and then plan! To commit our day to Jesus is 
to follow where he leads, or, as in this case, where he lingers. Perhaps the Holy 
Child is inviting us to spend more time listening and learning about God, as he did? 
Sunday is a holy day to feed our souls and rest our bodies. Today’s Gospel 
encourages us to relish that gift of God. Let us not be in too much of a hurry, as the 
Galilean pilgrims were, to get back to those everyday routines!  
___________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission 
 

Prayers for the Sick 
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially  
Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George Beard, Stephen 
and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, Owen 
Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson, 
Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, Tess 
Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret 
Booker, Norah Preuss. 

 

Sue Smith RIP 
The funeral of Sue Smith, Head of St. Pius School, will take place at 11.00am on 
Saturday, January 4th at St Vincents, 40 Pickmere Road, Crookes, Sheffield S10 1GY 

 

Christmas Offerings 
Thank you for your generous offerings which are for our parish priest, Fr. Declan. 

 

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland 
The Bonus Ball winners will be announced next week 

 

St Michael`s Parish Hall Groups 
There is lots of activity during the week in the Parish Hall. The groups are always 
happy to welcome new faces. A few of the groups are listed below. There is also a 
Karate group for the most active amongst you! 
 

Craft Group 
The Craft Group meet once a fortnight on Thursday morning in the Parish rooms at 
Wombwell from 10.00am until 12.30pm.  The next meeting will be on the 9th 
January.. 
All are welcome, and please feel free to come to knit, sew, crochet and natter, or 
just for a cuppa! 

 
 Wombwell Community Lunch Club. 

As the weather turns colder, why not consider joining The Lunch Club each 

Thursday at 12noon in St. Michael`s Church Hall? The Lunch Club recommences 

on Thursday, 9th January. It`s an opportunity for people of different ages and 

backgrounds to come together for a meal. Lunch is only £5 and consists of a hot 

meal and a pudding. The meal is followed by a raffle and bingo. The next  

For more information and bookings, please contact Barbara on 07742 548985 

 

Agewell Wombwell 
Agewell meet alternate Wednesdays in St Michael`s Church Hall and are looking 
for new members. It`s an opportunity to meet people, have a cuppa in a warm 
environment, be entertained by interesting guest Speakers and enjoy day trips 
throughout the year. The next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th January, when it 
will be `welcome back and sherry!` 
If you are interested in joining the Agewell group or have any questions, contact 
Geraldine Pickles 01226 750136 or 07518 486822 

 


