2"d Sunday in Ordinary Time Gospel Acclamation

First Reading Isaiah 62: 1-5 Alleluia, alleluia!
God is filled with joy at us, just as a | God called us through the gospel, so that

bridegroom is filled with joy at his bride. we may obtain the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Responsorial Psalm 95:1-3,7-10 Alleluia!

Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all

the peoples. Gospel John 2:1-11

A wedding feast runs out of wine. A huge
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 | problem, you may think, but Jesus has the
The Spirit's gifts are allotted to everyone just | last word.

as the Spirit chooses.
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Sunday 19th January 2025 Sunday Year C
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Weekday Cycle |l

Saturday Vigil 18 Jan 5.30pm Tom Jones RIP

(St Michael’s)

Sunday 19 Jan 9.00am Irvin and Stella Bennett RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 19 Jan 11.00am People of the Parish

(St Helen's)

Tuesday 21 Jan 10.00am Holy Souls

(St Helen's)

Wednesday 22 Jan 10.00am Sr Anne Elizabeth RIP Thicket Priory
(St Michael’s)

Wednesday 22 Jan 12.15pm Funeral Service for Arcadia Noble
(St Helen's)

Thursday 23 Jan 10.00am Fr James Shryane RIP

( St Helens)

Friday 24 Jan 10.00am Very Rev Canon Joseph Smith RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Saturday Vigil 25 Jan 5.30pm People of the Parish

(St Michael's)

Sunday 26 Jan 9.00am Jemima McDonald RIP

(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 26 Jan 11.00am | Audrey O Neill RIP

(St. Helen's)

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm.

The Rosary at Goldthorpe is every Wednesday at 1.30pm

Jesus did the first of his signs in Cana of Galilee.

Aunty Maureen, who died at the age of 94, loved life with a passion. She loved people,
she loved God and despite the tragedies that she had to go through she got the most
out of life that she possibly could. She was intelligent, articulate, forthright, and at times,
stubborn and determined. She had a wicked sense of humour and was always
interested in everything that was going on. She loved music, literature, art and travel.
She loved her garden and flowers and spring and summer.

Life didn’t pass her by. She grabbed hold of it with both hands and lived it. And at the
heart of it all was faith — not a pious, sentimental, escapism, but faith in a God who was
with her and in whom she trusted. She often said that, if God has given us life, then who
are we to waste it? The American poet Mary Oliver's most famous quotation was, “Tell
me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild precious, life?”

There is, within that quotation, a cry to really experience life to the full, to discover who
we are and what life is about. The Gospel is primarily God’s way of enabling me to
understand what it means to be alive. Salvation isn’t about what happens to us in the
future. It's not just about saving our souls. We’re not just put on this earth to somehow
endure it for the future grace-filled life that happens after we die. We're not put here only
so that we can earn our way into heaven. God is the God of the present moment and
wants us to live now. Of course, this has overtones of the jubilee when all is forgiven
and people are set free from that which has ensnared them.

The story of the wedding feast of Cana is all about the ordinariness of life being
transformed into something alive and vibrant. The party we’ve just read about runs out
of wine and Mary says, “They have no wine.” Stating the obvious... but John wants us
to know the deeper meaning. They have no joy, no life, no liberation. Set us free, Lord.
Suddenly the Gospel has changed level. Mary has become a symbol of humanity crying
out for new life. No longer “Mother” but “Woman”. Somehow, we’re to live lives to the
full in the here and now, in the present moment.

It's always an incredible sadness that so many of us seem to think that following Jesus
is just about going to church on Sunday and doing nice religious things that simply make
us feel good. We don’t respond to that call to experience real life and we very seldom
deal with those things that stop us living life: our bitterness, our inappropriate anger, our
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lack of forgiveness, our own innate prejudice and self-righteousness. Unless we’re very
careful the church can become a safe haven for those who simply like ritual but do not
have any life-changing impetus.

That's what happened to the Scribes and the Pharisees. They had got so caught up
with ritual and with doing religious things that they didn’t recognise the freedom that the
presence of God had given them to live life to the full. In a sense, Jesus was having to
teach them all over again and they didn'’t like it. They didn’t like the challenge to let go
of those things which were their security, so that they could enter the deep, committed
relationship with God and their brothers and sisters that God wanted for them.

What is it that you must let go of in order to know the heart of God? What is it you need
to bring to the Lord this night so that you can understand a little more fully what it means
to be human and alive? What's your security? What's your bondage? What'’s your pain?
In a sense the Lord is saying to each of us, as he was saying to the people of his time,
“Let it go!” This story of a wedding in a small village not far from Nazareth captures the
heart of John’s Gospel: that cry to live life to the full, to get the most out of every moment
we’ve been given, to know the truth that God is everywhere and that therefore every
moment of every hour is to be lived in a way that is life giving. Hear the challenge this
morning to grab life and to live it.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick

We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially

Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George Beard, Stephen
and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, Owen
Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson,
Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy,
Tess Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret
Booker, Norah Preuss.

Requiescant in Pace
We pray for the repose of the soul of Fr. James Shryane who died recently. Please
keep his family and friends in your prayers.

Singing at Parkside Care Home
Dearne Churches Together are leading some hymn singing at Parkside Care Home,
Wombwell on Tuesday 28t January at 2.00pm. All are welcome to come along and
join in, but please would you confirm with Julie Turner of DCT on 07729 421405 or
email: julie@gpcchurch.co.uk. Thank you

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland
The Bonus Ball number for 11t January was 57. There were no winners in either Hoyland
or Goldthorpe, therefore next week will be a rollover of £50.
Spare numbers are available in Hoyland and in Goldthorpe. Please see Pat Tomlinson in
Hoyland or George Burnitt in Goldthorpe if you would like a number. All money raised is
for church funds and you also have a chance of winning!

Hallam Bridge
There are a few copies of the latest edition Hallam Bridge, the news from Hallam Diocese,
at the back of church. The file will be available for everyone on the Diocese
website: hallam-diocese.com

Pilgrim Passport
Please take a copy of the Pilgrim Passport available for everyone at the back of church.
All the events to celebrate the Jubilee Year are listed within, the Jubilee Prayer and all the
information you need to make the most of this special year.

Jubilee Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes:Friday 27" - June 3" July 2025
Bishop Ralph invites you to join him on the Jubilee Year 2025 Diocesan Pilgrimage to
Lourdes. Booking forms available to download at www.hallam-lourdes.com . Enquiries
01302 247910 or email lourdesoffice@hallam-diocese.com. Fare £899pp - 6 nights’ Full
Board (excl. Ins) flying from Leeds Bradford Airport direct to Lourdes. This year we hope
to welcome pilgrims from every parish in the diocese. All are very welcome to join us -
pilgrims who need help due to medical issues/ mobility, volunteer helpers, doctors, nurses,
clergy, and general pilgrims.

Deanery Confirmation Programme 2025
The sessions will run from Thursday 27t February in Holy Rood Parish Hall at 6.30-7.3-
pm for ten weeks, with a three week break for Easter (10 -24t™ April). Paret s are required
to attend the first session with candidates to receive an overview of what is involved and
to sign consent forms for the use of photographs at the Confirmation Mass. Each candidate
will need to provide a photocopy of their baptism certificate. The programme will be based
on material developed by the Diocese of Salford which can be viewed at www.dioceseof
Salford.org.uk/faith/sacraments/confirmation/ The programme will be led by Deacon Paul
Green, who can be contacted at paul.green05@btinternet.com
A Holy Hour for Life (Adoration): Mother of God Church,
Abbeydale Road, Sheffield, S7 1DX

You are invited to come along and pray for the sanctity of life from conception to natural
death on the last Saturday of each month after 10.00am mass, the next date being 25"
January.

Warm Clothing Giveaway
The Salvation Army Goldthorpe (Straight Lane building NOT the Barnsley Road shop) are
holding a FREE Warm Clothing Giveaway event 10am-2pm on Friday 24 January. Coats,
hats, jumpers, warm blankets etc, also a selection of School Uniforms. Why not come
along and have a look? All are welcome.
Free Wellbeing Course for Women
A free six-week course for a happier and more relaxed you. Starting for six weekly
sessions from Monday February 3rd at 6.30-7.30pm online. Come and join us for these
relaxed, friendly and supportive sessions!
To book a place or find out for information see poster at the back of church or contact
Janet Kent 07927657462 jkent@hallam-diocese.com
Wombwell Parish Hall
The kitchen in St Michael's Parish Hall has sustained severe frost damage, resulting in
the kitchen unusable for the time being. Work is in progress to rectify the situation, but
please bear in mind, if you regularly use the hall as part of a group, please check with
your group organisers for updates. Thank you
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