
 

Service Times & Intentions 
Saturday Vigil 

 (St Michael`s) 

8 Mar 5.30pm Maureen and Steve Dennis 

Sunday  

(Sacred Heart) 

  9 Mar 9.00am Margaret Bennett RIP 

Sunday  

(St Helen`s) 

  9 Mar 11.00am People of the Parish 

Tuesday  
(St Helen`s) 

11 Mar 10.00am Rosalind and Frances Rodgers RIP 

Wednesday  
(St Michael`s) 

12 Mar 10.00am Rev. James Leavy RIP 

Thursday  
( St Helen`s) 

13 Mar 10.00am Holy Souls 

Friday 
(Sacred Heart) 

14 Mar 10.00am Shelagh Travis RIP 

Saturday Vigil 
(St Michael`s) 

15 Mar 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 

(Sacred Heart) 

16 Mar 9.00am  Margaret Howitt RIP 

Sunday 

(St. Helen`s) 

16 Mar 11.00am Brian McAllister RIP 

 
 Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm. 
 

COLLECTIONS 

Date Parish Collection Standing Orders for February 

1-2  Mar 2025 £572.49 £1594.96 
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 Sunday 9th March 2025                                                                         Sunday Year C 
 First Sunday of Lent                                                                           Weekday Cycle ll   

 “You must worship the Lord your God and serve him alone.” 
 
What tempts us? At a simple level we talk about self-indulgence. We give up 
chocolates or cream cakes for Lent because we are aware of how we can become 
dependent on, or addicted to, such pleasures of the table. At a more serious level, 
items like drugs or alcohol or gambling can become lifelong dependencies which 
prevent us living as independent human beings with free will. There are again other 
behaviours that can tempt us because we feel we can get away with them. We think 
of stealing and infidelities, cheating in a variety of ways. Again, our honesty is 
compromised, and we live lives of deceit, deceiving no one so much as ourselves. 
Then there are the temptations that play more directly with other peoples’ lives, the 
temptations of power and wealth, which exploit and disregard others yet are 
sometimes regarded by society with admiration or at least envy. One of the 
everlasting questions of history is whether there can ever be such a thing as a 
“benign dictator”. The answer from the last hundred years must surely be “no”. There 
are, no doubt, many other examples, but the list so far has probably depressed you 
enough. It is good to reflect, however, on where we stand in our own lives. What the 
list reveals is how we can fail to recognise temptation for what it is. Since the time of 
the famous apple eaten by Adam and Eve we have always claimed to be in the 
pursuit of good. What we fail to see are the side effects and consequences. Not 
many of us are assiduous readers of footnotes! 
Jesus offers us the footnotes. The devil has done his homework. We don’t know how 
much the devil may know of the true nature of Jesus. That is not his role. His role, 
as with Job in the Old Testament, is to test, to undermine the faithful of God. If God 
in the Old Testament provided food for his people in the wilderness, can Jesus not 
do the same for himself? The answer Jesus gives is not just a sharp put-down. It 
also shows us the message behind these three incidents. First, there is the reference 
to the Old Testament. God provides food for his people. Cannot Jesus do the same 
for himself? Jesus points out that we must not use the scriptures as a series of 
isolated quotes. The feeding of the people only makes sense against the background 
of the whole relationship between God and his people. And here comes the third 
element in the incident. Jesus will feed the people in similar fashion. He will go further 

1st Sunday of Lent 
First Reading  Deuteronomy 26:4-10 

Moses gives the chosen people their first 
creed. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 91(90):1-2,10-15 

Be with me, O Lord, in my distress. 
 

Second Reading   Romans 10:8-13 

St Paul gives the Christians their first creed. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. 
One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes forth from 
the mouth of God. 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Gospel  Luke 4:1-13 

The Spirit leads Jesus through the 
wilderness where he is tempted by the 
devil. 
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and offer himself as a sacrifice on their behalf and leave himself spiritually and in 
sacramental form. We see the same pattern in the next two temptations. The first 
addresses the matter of power. It is an interesting reflection that the devil considers 
human domination as his to grant. Jesus will reveal to his disciples in his life and 
death a way forward that lies in vulnerability and self-sacrifice. In the final temptation 
the devil turns to the scriptures to encourage Jesus into the death-defying act of 
plunging off the parapet of the Temple. Again, Jesus resets the context. The Old 
Testament is full of examples of God being tested by his people. He is happy to be 
tested when it relates to their salvation but not when they want him to be there for 
them without doing anything on their part. Jesus will be immersed in a death-defying 
act but it will not be for himself, but for the salvation of his people. A final note is that 
all this complex if succinct prologue to the Gospel takes place through the guidance 
and presence of the Spirit. In his Gospel and subsequent Acts of the Apostles, Luke 
aims to show how the Spirit is the driving force in the life of Jesus and in the whole 
mystery of salvation.  
We may think that our own temptations fall into insignificance when put alongside 
the challenges to Jesus as the start of his public life. As we begin our Lenten journey, 
they can yet help us set our own lives against that self-same mystery. Do we feed 
ourselves and neglect others? Are we committed to power and control rather than 
service? Are we also victims of the modern myth that all that matters are fame and 
fortune? Our answers to these questions will help us appreciate how much we are 
also being led by the Holy Spirit through the wilderness. Our lives are expressions 
of the mystery of salvation. The footnotes do matter.  
____________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission 
 

Prayers for the Sick 
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially  
Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George Beard, Stephen 
and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, Owen 
Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson, 
Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, 
Tess Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret 
Booker, Norah Preuss. 

 

Requiescat in Pace  
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Maria Angela James who died recently. The 

funeral service will take place on Tuesday 18th March at 1.15pm in St Michael`s 

Wombwell. Please keep her family and friends in your prayers. 

 

We Dare to Say  
   A five week resource based on the petitions of the Our Father during this Jubilee Year. 

Beginning Saturday 8th March on rotation in each Church. 10am till 12 noon. Each 
session includes scripture, prayers and a reflection with questions, We Dare to Say 
Booklets are available at the back of Church. Session are on 8th March at Goldthorpe 
Parish Rooms, 15th March at Hoyland, 22nd March at Wombwell, 29th March at 
Goldthorpe, 5th April at Hoyland. All are very welcome.  

Stations of the Cross at Goldthorpe 
Each Wednesday during Lent, at 2.00pm following Rosary. All are welcome. 

We are also warmly invited to join in with Stations of the Cross at St. John and Mary 

Magdalene at 6.00pm every Friday from 7th March. Again, all are welcome. 

Marist Way and Rosary at Goldthorpe 
The Rosary at Goldthorpe will be every Wednesday at 1.30pm. The Rosary will be 
combined with the Marist Way once a month. The next Marist Meeting with Rosary is on 
Wednesday March 12th. 

 

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland 
The Bonus Ball number for 1st March was 53. The winner in Hoyland was A Blackburn 
winning £25. There was no winner in Goldthorpe so next week will be a rollover of £50. 
 

My Day by Day Lenten Prayer Booklets 
Available from the back of church and containing all the readings during Lent. Adult and 
Junior version, with a voluntary donation of £1. 
 

Messy Family Project 
Calling all overwhelmed and busy parents! Come join us for a faith-filled weekend at 
St Vincent’s Mission Hub! Mike and Alicia Hernon, of the famous Messy Family Project, 
are coming all the way from the USA, to lead couples during an exclusive workshop, on 
the Four Disciplines of a Family! The main event is on Saturday 15th March (11-
3pm) (Childcare is available on a pre booking basis only).  There will also be a Date Night 
for married couples on Friday March 14, (7:30-9:30pm) with cheese and wine and a talk 
from Mike and Alicia, on How to Keep Your Love Alive. The evening will end with 
Eucharistic Adoration.  https://stvincentsmissionhub.org/events-and-info 

 

Safeguarding in our Schools and Communities 
Following the devastating death of Harvey Willgoose, at All Saints Catholic High School 
earlier this month,  our thoughts, prayers and condolences are very much with Harvey's 
family, friends and all within the All Saints Community.  The devastation and impact this 
has caused is simply immeasurable and as Catholics, we need to respond with 
compassion and care and support for those affected. 
 Please take time to look at the new posters from the diocese if you have any concerns 
 

CAFOD Family Fast Day 
This year`s Lenten Family Fast Day will be next Friday, 14th March. Envelopes for your 
donations are now available in church. Please consider using the Gift Aid slip if you 
are a UK Taxpayer, thus enabling CAFOD to benefit further from your generous 
donations.  

Wombwell  Kitchen 
Following the frost damage in the kitchen in the Hall earlier in the year, The Wombwell 
Community Lunch Club hope to be recommencing on Thursday, 20th March. The 
repairs have taken longer than anticipated.  
If there is anyone willing to help with the `clean up` in the kitchen, please let Fr Declan 
or Liz Salmon know and a time and day can be arranged. Thank you 

https://stvincentsmissionhub.org/events-and-info

