34 Sunday of Lent

First Reading Exodus 3:1-8. 13-15
God reveals himself to Moses in the Burning
Bush saying, “I Am who | Am”.

Responsorial Psalm 103:1-2,3-4,6-7,

8,11

The Lord is compassionate and gracious.

Second Reading 1 Corinth 10:1-6,10-12
Paul reminds us not to be complacent; if we
think we are safe we must be careful not to

Gospel Acclamation

Glory to you, O Christ, you are the
Word of God.

Repent, says the Lord,

For the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the
Word of God.

Gospel Luke 13:1-9
Christ invites us to repent and to bear fruit.
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Service Times & Intentions
Saturday Vigil 22 Mar 5.30pm Anthony Perias RIP
(St Michael's)
Sunday 23 Mar 9.00am People of the Parish
(Sacred Heart)
Sunday 23 Mar 11.00am Deceased Members of the Freaney
(St Helen's) Family
Tuesday 25 Mar 10.00am Lizzy Foody RIP
(St Helen's)
Wednesday 26 Mar 10.00am Holy Souls
(St Michael’s)
Thursday 27 Mar 10.00am Pope Francis
( St Helens)
Friday 28 Mar 10.00am Dennis Turner RIP
(Sacred Heart)
Saturday Vigil 29 Mar 5.30pm Lisy Shafi RIP
(St Michael's)
Sunday 30 Mar 9.00am Beatrice Barry RIP
(Sacred Heart)
Sunday 30 Mar 11.00am People of the Parish
(St. Helen's)

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm.

COLLECTIONS

Date

Parish Collection

Standing Orders for February

15/16 Mar 2025

£500.48

£1594.96

“It may bear fruit next year.”

We live in an age of fast food: if we are hungry, we want a meal now. We want TV
on demand too: if we like a series we don’t want to wait till next week for the next
episode, we want it now! If we need to buy something, why wait until the next time
we go shopping — we can order it online with next-day delivery. In an age of instant
gratification, are we perhaps losing the art of patient waiting?

Perhaps this might also extend to the garden. Some of us might be impatient
gardeners, demanding instant results or instant colour. If a plant isn't thriving then
perhaps we might dig it up, throw it on the compost heap and pop to the garden
centre to buy something bigger, better or more colourful. It's a symptom of a throw-
away society. Why should a plant take up space in my garden if it's not going to
flower?

Jesus often refers to seeds, plants and crops in the Gospel, and there are thirty-two
references to fruit in the New Testament! And Jesus says that we will know what
kind of person someone is by the fruits they produce. In today’s Gospel Jesus tells
the parable of a man with a fig tree in his vineyard which has not produced any fruit
for three years. The man tells his gardener to cut it down: it's just wasting space. But
the gardener replies with patient optimism, “Sir, let it alone this year also, until | dig
around it and put on manure.” Many of us are like the barren fig tree. We take up
space, we bask in the sunshine and soak up the rainwater for ourselves, but give
nothing back, produce no fruit for others to enjoy. We can be quite happy to potter
along with no bigger purpose in life, just being, but not giving; failing to see that we
must bear fruit if we are to thrive and survive.

And if we are to bear fruit we must repent. This is one of the common themes of our
Lenten season. This repentance is sometimes portrayed as a 180-degree
turnaround, like Saul falling off his horse and suddenly realising the error of his ways.
But here it refers to a more gradual change of heart, a new way of seeing things —
adopting a different perspective on life. Although repentance can be an instant
dramatic event, for most of us it's an ongoing process of change, what Cardinal
Newman meant when he said, “to live is to change, and to be perfect is to have
changed often”.
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Followers of Jesus are expected to make changes, to do stuff. He commissions us
“that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide” — show kindness,
give generously, help those in need, be compassionate and forgiving. It's all well and
good to believe the right things but we must also do the right things. Our Christian
faith is not simply a feeling or a good intention. It exists only in the sense that it is
demonstrated. We might imagine that we are loving, but unless we love another, this
is just an idea in our head. We may think we are generous, but unless this is
manifested in actual giving then it is just a thought about who we think we are. As
the Letter of James says: “Faith apart from works is dead.” These good works are
the fruits of the Spirit.

We take heart that Jesus is a patient gardener — he doesn't write us off, he is always
ready to give us a second chance, ready to help us become the best person we can
be.

Imagine if we have another year to produce some fruits for Christ. Can we ask him
to dig around us, to fertilise us with the Spirit, to encourage us to acts of kindness for
others? What changes can we make in the year ahead to turn our barren fig tree into
something beautiful for God, to repay the patient trust he has shown in us? Our little
fig tree will one day be no more and its ability to bear fruit will go with it. Let us not
waste time; let us put our barren years behind us. Let us seize the opportunity whilst
we still have time and see what fruit we can produce in the year ahead.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick

We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially

Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George Beard, Stephen
and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, Owen
Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson,
Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy,
Tess Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret
Booker, Norah Preuss.

Rosary and Stations of the Cross at Goldthorpe
The Rosary at Goldthorpe will be every Wednesday at 1.30pm. During Lent, Stations
of the Cross will follow the Rosary. All are welcome
We are also warmly invited to join in with Stations of the Cross at St. John and Mary
Magdalene at 6.00pm every Friday from 7t March. Again, all are welcome.

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland
The Bonus Ball number for 15th March was 28. The winners were M Smith in Hoyland
and M Walton in Goldthorpe, each winning £25.

Offertory Envelopes
New Offertory envelopes starting on Sunday, 6" April, are available for those who
require them. If you haven't used offertory envelopes before and wish to use them,
please send an email, telephone or ask Fr Declan.

We Dare to Say
A five week resource based on the petitions of the Our Father during this Jubilee Year.
Beginning Saturday 9" March on rotation in each Church. 10am till 12 noon. Each session
includes scripture, prayers and a reflection with questions, We Dare to Say Booklets are
available from the back of Church. The remaining sessions are on 22" March at
Wombwell, 29t March at Goldthorpe, 5" April at Hoyland. All are very welcome.
CAFOD Family Fast Day, Friday 14" March

Many governments are cutting their overseas aid. It will mean that in the poorest countries
such as Sudan, Ethiopia, Gaza, DRC and Central America, families will be unable to grow
food because of the climate crisis, children will not be able to go to school, those fleeing
conflict cannot be sheltered and more people will go untreated and unvaccinated for
curable diseases. CAFOD warn that more people will die and many more will lose their
livelihoods.

Thank you for your donations, which are needed more than ever. Envelopes for your
donations are available in church, Please consider using the Gift Aid slip if you are a UK
Taxpayer, thus enabling CAFOD to benefit further from your generous donations.

Hallam Support for LIFE Second Collection 30" March
Next weekend there will be a second collection for LIFE. This day, Inaugurated by St.
John Paul Il, presents an opportunity to pray for the gift of life from conception to natural
death and to raise awareness of the precious gift of life. You can find out more about LIFE
at lifecharity.org.uk
Agewell Trip to Halifax Piece Hall, Wednesday 30" April
If you are interested in a half day trip to Halifax Piece Hall with the Agewell group, please
contact Jeanne Hayworth on 01226 750136 for cost and departure times.
First Holy Communion Raffle
To help raise funds towards this year's programme, raffle tickets will be sold after mass
from 16th March onwards. Tickets £1 a strip.
First Holy Communion Programme 2025
The next meeting will be on Monday 7t April from 6.00pm to 7.15pm in St Michael's
Church Hall and is for the children only.
Singing in Parkside Care Home Tuesday, 25" March
Dearne Churches Together will be leading some hymn singing from 2.00pm in the care
home in Wombwell. Just 30-40minutes of singing, followed by a cup of tea. Maybe make
it your extra Lent activity? All are welcome. Contact Julie Turner on 07729 421405 or
email julie@gpcchurch.co.uk
Children’s Liturgy at Goldthorpe — Sunday 6™ April

Taking place during the 9.00am mass. As usual, there will be two groups — 3-5 year olds
with Amanda Campbell and 6-8 year olds with Ann Stones. Both leaders are DBS
checked and follow the programme approved by the Diocese. Looking forward to seeing
you. Amanda and Ann.

Youth Lenten Lectio
Taking place at St Marie's Cathedral on Saturday 29 March from 3.00-4.00pm, Lectio is
a special way to read the Bible and talk to God, helping us to listen to God's voice and
learn from him. All are welcome.
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