
 

Service Times & Intentions 
Saturday Vigil 

 (St Michael`s) 

5 Apr 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday  

(Sacred Heart) 

  6 Apr 9.00am Kitty Bainbridge RIP 

Sunday  

(St Helen`s) 

 6 Apr 11.00am Deceased Members of the Wildsmith 
Family 

Tuesday  
(St Helen`s) 

8 Apr 10.00am Rev Gerry Thornton RIP 

Wednesday  
(St Michael`s) 

9 Apr 10.00am C J Thomas RIP 

Thursday  
( St Helen`s) 

10 Apr 10.00am Holy Souls 

Friday 
(Sacred Heart) 

11 Apr 10.00am Peter McDermott RIP 

Saturday Vigil 
(St Michael`s) 

12 Apr 5.30pm Audrey Salmon, Happy Birthday 

Sunday 

(Sacred Heart) 
13 Apr 9.00am  Shaun Barrett RIP 

Sunday 

(St. Helen`s) 
13 Apr 11.00am People of the Parish 

 
 Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm. 
 

COLLECTIONS 

Date Parish Collection Standing Orders for March 

29/30  Mar 2025 £517.93 £1774.96 

 

Parish of Corpus Christi 
Sacred Heart (Goldthorpe), Sacred Heart & St Helen (Hoyland) and St Michael 

 & All Angels (Wombwell) 
                                                                                                                                                            

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Declan Brett.                                
23 Park Street, Wombwell Barnsley, S73 0HQ            

 01226 752372 
email: parishofcorpuschristi@gmail.com               

Website: https://corpuschristi.hallam-diocese.com 
Facebook: Corpus Christi Dearne Valley 

 
Parish Safeguarding Representatives: 

 Sheila Marren 07932 722188           Mary Obodo 07950 162668 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Hallam Trust • Registered Charity Number 512021 

 Sunday 6th April 2025                                                                            Sunday Year C 
 Fifth Sunday of Lent                                                                          Weekday Cycle ll   

Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on, sin no more.” 
 

We don't know the full story. A couple came together and, it seems, were watched by 
the neighbours and authorities. Was it the first time or the latest in a sequence of similar 
events? We don't know. What we do know is that the man escaped and left the woman 
to suffer the consequences. Her identity was unimportant as she was captured and 
hauled before Jesus. Did they even give her time to tidy herself before she was publicly 
humiliated, lost whatever good reputation she might have had and, as she thought, was 
about to be stoned to death? She probably knew the wives and daughters of at least 
some of the men – whom she also recognised – who dragged her down the road. Had 
she ever joined the crowds who listened to Jesus, an itinerant preacher from Galilee 
who inspired admiration in some of his listeners and hatred in others? 
According to ancient Jewish Law and practice, the sin of adultery largely depended on 
whether the woman was married. If the man was married, it was a serious sin but, for 
him, only considered adultery if she was married. The system could openly shame her 
before deciding on her guilt or innocence and so, although two people were involved in 
the relationship, her punishment was much harsher than his. Technically, both the 
adulterous woman and the man with whom she sinned were liable for the death penalty 
– but he could more easily evade the horrific death.  
What did the unnamed woman think as she stood before Jesus and heard the crowd’s 
condemnation? Did she wonder where her partner had gone and why she had bothered 
associating with someone who had abandoned her? Was she just scared or was she 
also very angry with him and with the authorities to whom she was merely a weapon 
against Jesus and not a person with rights and dignity? If she was accused of adultery, 
she was married; was her husband in the crowd, demanding that she should die so that 
he might receive justice? Had Jesus heard the approaching crowd and wondered what 
all the fuss was about? He probably knew some of the men who pushed the woman 
before him. One thing was certain: they weren't there to tell him how much they enjoyed 
his latest talk. 
Judaism considers adultery one of the most serious sins. Jesus didn’t ask the woman if 
she was guilty as charged. The crowd had already judged her and even if she escaped 
stoning, she would live with her sin’s consequences – including the gossip. Nobody 

5th Sunday of Lent  
 

First Reading Isaiah 43:16-21  

God’s promise is one of hope: of paths 
through the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 126(125):1-2b,2c-

3,4-5,6 
What great deeds the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed, we were glad. 
 

Second Reading  Philippians 3:8-14  
St Paul writes that he counts “everything as 
loss” compared with the importance of 
knowing Jesus. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the 

living God. 

Even now, says the Lord, 

Return to me with all your heart, 

For I am gracious and merciful. 

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the 

living God. 

 

Gospel John 8:1-11  

Jesus refuses to condemn the woman 
who was caught in the act of adultery. 
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would accuse the man of selfish cowardice, whereas the woman’s husband could 
divorce her, something she could neither prevent nor refuse. She would be 
economically, physically and psychologically vulnerable – and Jesus understood this. 
That’s why he showed his mercy and compassion. “Go now and sin no more.” Make a 
fresh start. 
In today’s Gospel, only the women’s guilt is considered until Jesus unexpectedly 
challenges her accusers to look at their own behaviour. She was caught committing a 
serious sin, but the authorities only wanted to know if Jesus would uphold or reject the 
Jewish law. Jesus’ reaction was a masterstroke: “Let him who is without sin among you 
be the first to throw a stone at her.” If she had sinned, so had they. We hear that the 
eldest was the first to recognise his own sinfulness – but was that because he was wiser 
and humbler or because he knew that everyone present could list his faults and failings? 
Who was the last person to vanish from the scene?  
This country’s law says that a person is innocent until they are proved guilty, but how 
often does that happen in the court of public opinion? Today’s Gospel has its modern 
equivalent when, often without proof, we try, judge and condemn someone who is 
accused of wrongdoing. Media publicity helps to grow and spread a story. Should the 
accused be found innocent, the verdict has considerably less mileage than one of guilt. 
It takes little to destroy someone’s life and reputation, whereas it can be so difficult to 
rebuild them. Jesus withheld judgement, but do we imitate his example? He knew the 
woman had sinned, but he merely told her to turn her life around. How often do we give 
someone that chance? 

____________________________________________________________________ 
Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission 

 

Prayers for the Sick 
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially  
Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George Beard, Stephen 
and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, Owen 
Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson, 
Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, 
Tess Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret 
Booker, Norah Preuss. 

Requiescant in Pace 
Please pray for the soul of Sr Teresa Moran, Marist sister formerly based at Grimethorpe 

but latterly living in Hythe, who died recently. She and her late sister, Sr Kathleen Moran, 

would be known to and loved by the Marist Way members of Corpus Christi parish. Please 

pray also for the repose of the soul of Peter McDermott, who died recently.  

 

Rosary and Stations of the Cross at Goldthorpe 
The Rosary at Goldthorpe will be every Wednesday at 1.30pm. During Lent, Stations 

of the Cross will follow the Rosary. All are welcome 

We are also warmly invited to join in with Stations of the Cross at St. John and Mary 
Magdalene at 6.00pm every Friday from 7th March. Again, all are welcome. 

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland 
The Bonus Ball number for 29th March was 19. The winners were Pat Tomlinson in 
Hoyland and T Swindells in Goldthorpe, each winning £25. 

Safeguarding Training for Volunteers and Parishioners 
The Diocese Safeguarding Office will be providing safeguarding training sessions at the 

Pastoral Centre, St. Charles Street, Sheffield, S9 3WU. The dates are Saturday, 26th April 

10.30am-12.30pm OR Wednesday 30th April, 6.00-8.00pm. The training is available to 

anyone, but is mandatory for all volunteers who carry out roles with children or vulnerable 

adults. Please see poster for further details, contact Jo Pearson on 0114 2566453 or 

email jpearson@hallam-diocese.com 

Hallam Bridge 
There are a few copies of the latest edition Hallam Bridge, news from the Diocese, at 

the back of church. The file is available for everyone on the Diocese website: hallam-

diocese.com 

MISSION DIRECTOR FOR ST VINCENT’S MISSION HUB, SHEFFIELD 
Are you a committed Catholic and a gifted innovative leader with a real love for and ability 
to work with university students and young adults (age 18-35)? If so, you could be the 
next Mission Director for St Vincent’s Mission Hub, Sheffield offering day-to-day 
leadership for our mission. 
The contract is for 3 days per week. For further information contact Jessica Moylan - 
jmoylan@hallam-diocese.com Closing date for applications – 27th April 2025. 

CAFOD Myanmar Earthquake Appeal 
Following the devastating earthquake in Myanmar, CAFOD is responding through the 
Catholic Church to support families affected by the disaster. Your donations will provide 
essentials like water, food, solar lights, and mosquito nets. Please give to CAFOD’s 
Myanmar Earthquake Appeal via the Coppers for CAFOD jars in church, or donate online 
at cafod.org.uk/myanmar or by calling 0303 303 3030. You can also text EARTHQUAKE 
to 70450 to donate £10.  
Following the Family Fast Day Appeal, you raised £543.03, of which £75 was Gift Aided. 
Thank you 

Hallam Support for LIFE Second Collection 30th March 
Thank you for your generous donations, which raised the sum of £273.69 

First Holy Communion Raffle £1 per strip 
 To help raise funds towards this year`s programme, raffle tickets are on sale after mass.  

 First Holy Communion Programme 2025 
The next meeting will be on Monday 7th April from 6.00pm to 7.15pm in St Michael`s 
Church Hall and is for the children only. 

Children`s Liturgy at Goldthorpe – Sunday 6th April 
Taking place during the 9.00am mass. There will be two groups, 3-5 year olds with 
Amanda Campbell and 6-8 year olds with Ann Stones. Both leaders are DBS checked 
and follow the programme approved by the Diocese. Looking forward to seeing you.  

MASSES FOR HOLY WEEK    

    Tuesday                              15th April 10.00am  Hoyland 

Wednesday                         16th April 10.00am  Wombwell 

Maundy Thursday               17th April   7.00pm  Hoyland 

Good Friday                        18th April   3.00pm  Goldthorpe 

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 19th April   8.00pm  Wombwell 

Easter Sunday 20th April     9.00am Goldthorpe  11.00am  Hoyland 
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