4th Sunday of Easter Gospel Acclamation

First Reading Acts 13:14. 43-52 Alleluia, alleluia!

Rejected and abused by Jews who had | | am the good shepherd, says the Lord.
assembled to hear them in Antioch, Paul and | | know my sheep and my own know me.
Barnabas begin preaching to the pagans | Alleluia!

who “thanked the Lord for his message”.
Gospel John 10:27-30

Responsorial Psalm 100(99):1-2,3,5 Jesus reveals his divinity and promises
We are his people, the sheep of his flock. eternal life “to the sheep that belong to
me”.

Second Reading Apocalypse 7:9. 14-17
People from every nation, race, tribe and
language stand before the Lamb of God who
is their shepherd and who promises to “wipe
away all tears from their eyes”.
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Saturday Vigil 10 May 5.30pm People of the Parish
(St Michael's)

Sunday 11 May 9.00am George and Bridget Burnitt RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 11 May 11.00am Anne Callaghan RIP
(St Helen's)

Tuesday 13 May 10.00am Jannice Hallam RIP
(St Helen's)

Wednesday 14 May 10.00am Mary Gaskin RIP
(St Michael's)

Thursday 15 May 10.00am Holy Souls

( St Helens)

Friday 16 May 10.00am | Jack Barry RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Saturday Vigil 17 May 5.30pm Craig Potter illness
(St Michael's)

Sunday 18 May 9.00am People of the Parish
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 18 May 11.00am Colin Barker RIP
(St. Helen's)

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm.

COLLECTIONS
Date Parish Collection Standing Orders for April
3rd/4th May £469.72 £1729.96

“My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me.”

FoodCycle White City in West London welcomes anyone in the local community to
enjoy a free hot vegetarian meal on a specified day each week, as part of the
Church’s commitment to the local community. Providing a “community hub”, seventy
to eighty people from the parish community and their neighbours attend regularly.
Another parish project provides a Warm Space in cold months. Parish priest Fr
Richard Nesbitt described the scene at their Warm Space one week: “A local Syrian
father was teaching his two young sons to play chess on one table, while a Ukrainian
family prepared a variety of pancake fillings with an Italian family on the next table,
and a priest played dominoes with a Muslim mother and daughter at another table!
This all happened to the joyful background noise of an ecstatic group of small
children playing their own version of football in the main part of the hall.” In April 2023
the parish received a LiveSimply award from CAFOD for this and other projects. Fr
Richard said, “all this work is an expression of living the Gospel in this real and raw
community”.

In today’s Gospel we hear that Jesus was in the Temple in Jerusalem with a crowd
gathering around him. He used the metaphor of the shepherd and spoke about the
“sheep” that listened to his voice and those that did not. But who are the shepherds
and the sheep?

We learn in the first reading from Acts that the disciples Paul and Barnabus are
preaching in Antioch, located in modern-day Turkey, where they felt the hostility of
the Jewish community. It was the pagans who “thanked the Lord for his message”.
They realised Jesus’ message was for everyone. We acknowledge the faithfulness
of the shepherd and God’s love for the “sheep” who follow Jesus. Yet, it is important
that we appreciate the universal character of the message of Jesus. Its starting point
is in Jerusalem, but its arrival point is within all nations, to the ends of the Earth. God
is faithful and dedicated to our Christian communities, but the mission of Jesus is to
reach out to other faiths and cultures — in our own neighbourhoods, as well as
internationally — as did the first followers of Jesus. We may be hesitant about
identifying with sheep, but they have several inspired qualities: in their gentleness
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they respond to the goodness of the shepherd with recognition and trust, and they
heed his voice.

The fourth Sunday of Easter is commonly known as Good Shepherd Sunday. The
rural image of the Good Shepherd and the sheep carried a special cultural meaning
at the time of Jesus in a Galilean peasant society, but the meaning can be
transported to the twenty-first century. We are being asked to pray in a special way
for vocations which are very necessary for the life of the Church. We need pastoral
shepherds for our parish communities. Pope Francis famously called bishops and
priests to fulfil their vocations as shepherds who so immerse themselves in their
ministry that they “smell like the sheep”.

Yet, the call to follow Jesus is a call to all of us to be good shepherds for one another
and especially for the most vulnerable among us — children, refugees, the poor,
immigrants, exploited workers and victims of trafficking. Anyone who has been
responsible for the care of others is like a shepherd. We remember carers, doctors,
nurses, parents, teachers and public servants. And we go beyond a commitment to
our parish community. We are not all identical. The countless saints who have gone
before us are a testament to the diversity of vocations. Good Shepherd Sunday is
an opportunity to reflect and ask ourselves: am | only who | want to be, or am | whom
God wants me to be? Every single person here has a vocation. Every single person
here has been, and is being, called by God through the Holy Spirit to offer their
special gifts to the rest of the community. What is your vocation? What are your
special gifts? What contribution are you making to the life of this parish and to society
outside it?

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially
Ann Stones, Carl Potter, Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins,
George Beard, Stephen and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin,
Pat Doyle, Owen Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole
Dyson, Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David
Hardy, Tess Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong,
Margaret Booker, Norah Preuss.

Fr Terry Boyle RIP
The Requiem mass for Fr Terry will take place on Wednesday, 28" May 10.30am at St
Francis of Assisi, Norman Lane, Eccleshill, Bradford BD2 2JU

First Holy Communion 2025

Many congratulations and blessings on all the children who made their First Holy
Communion this weekend. Please keep all of them and their families in your prayers
on this very special occasion. Thank you to those who helped prepare the children for
the sacrament, enabling them to understand and embrace the Catholic faith.

Dearne Churches Together Family Fun Day, Wednesday 28" May
Taking place during the half-term holiday at Goldthorpe Pentecostal Community
Church, 11.00am-1.00pm. Our theme is Jesus’s miracles of healing. If you can help
with catering, or any other enquiries, please contact Julie on 077729 421405 or
julie@gpcchurch.co.uk

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland

The Bonus Ball number was 9. The winners were M McAllister in Hoyland and M Guilcher

in Goldthorpe, each winning £25.
Priest’s Training Fund second collection 10/11" May

This weekend there will be a second collection for the Priest’s Training Fund (PTF) which
is aimed at supporting those who offer themselves for the priesthood within our Diocese.

Marist Pilgrimage to Walsingham, Saturday 5™ July
A date for your diary! Information regarding price and departure points will be in up in
church later in May.
Marist Way and Rosary at Goldthorpe
The Rosary at Goldthorpe will be every Wednesday at 1.30pm. The Rosary will be
combined with the Marist Way once a month. The next Marist Meeting with Rosary is
on Wednesday May 14th.
Pilgrim Cross-Cycling Pilgrimage to Walsingham
The unique Pilgrimage of Hope will see a group of diocesan pilgrims on bicycles. They
plan to carry small wooden crosses in their backpack, whilst pedalling and praying
along the routes to Walsingham. In preparation for the pilgrimage, ‘Pilgrim Crosses’
plan to visit the Churches across the Diocese up to the Cycling Pilgrimage itself in
July.
Prayer petitions received at the foot of the ‘Pilgrim Cross’ from parishioners will be
taken to Walsingham and offered at the Jubilee Mass. Charitable donations are
welcome. Donations received by the sponsored cycling pilgrimage will be shared
between Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice (https://www.bluebellwood.org) and "Let
the Children Live’ (http://www.letthechildrenlive.org). The ‘Pilgrim cross’ is in church
now. Please support this special Pilgrimage of Hope with prayer and generosity.
Hallam Bridge
There are a few copies of the latest edition Hallam Bridge, the news from Hallam
Diocese, at the back of church. The file will be available for everyone on the Diocese
website: hallam-diocese.com

Raffle Tickets
The parish will be raising funds to help Amelia attend this year's Youth Event in Rome.
Raffle tickets will soon be available, prizes are a M & S food hamper, a booze hamper
and some £20 Morrisons vouchers. Please look out for them on sale in our three
churches. Amelia is most grateful for any support the parish can give her.
Assisted suicide Bill - less than 2 weeks left!

Report Stage of the assisted suicide Bill is 16th May. It is vital that you contact your

MP urgently about this issue. Please take action now and Vvisit

www.righttolife.org.uk/ASVote to email your MP - it takes just 30 seconds! If you

have the time, please also visit your MP - you can arrange a meeting now by visiting

www.righttolife.org.uk/meetyourMP

Abortion: Impact and Tragedy. Let's talk about it!

Please join us for the Pro-Life Mass at 10.00am and the ‘Abortion: Impact and Tragedy.
Let's talk about it!” on Saturday 7th June at the Mother of God Church, Abbeydale Road.
Celebrant will be Bishop Ralph Heskett. Guest Speakers are Isabel Vaughan Spruce
(Director of The March for Life UK), Rachel MacKenzie (Rachel's Vineyard) and John
Edwards (St Collette’s Pregnancy Centre). Light lunch and refreshments provided.
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