6th Sunday of Easter

First Reading Acts 15:1-2. 22-29

“It has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to
us to lay on you no greater burden than
these requirements’.

Responsorial Psalm 67(66):2-3,5,6,8
Let the peoples praise you, O God,;
Let all the peoples praise you.

Second Reading Rev 21:10-14, 22-23
"He showed me the holy city coming down
out of heaven’.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

If anyone loves me, he will keep my
word, says the Lord,

And my father will love him, and we will

come to him.
Alleluia!

Gospel John 14:23-29

At the Last Supper Jesus reassures his
bewildered and sorrowing disciples. He
will never abandon us. We will receive the
Spirit of courage and understanding,
however poor our faith may seem to us.
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Service Times & Intentions

Saturday Vigil 24 May 5.30pm Mary Gaskin RIP

(St Michael's)

Sunday 25 May 9.00am Deceased Members of the Burnitt
(Sacred Heart) Family

Sunday 25 May 11.00am People of the Parish

(St Helen's)

Tuesday 27 May 12.15pm Funeral service for Betty Marren
(St Helen's)

Wednesday 28 May 10.00am Josephine Mary Topps RIP

(St Michael's)

Ascension of the Lord Vigil 28 May 7.00pm Intention of Yvonne Durkin

(St Michael’s)

Ascension of the Lord 29 May 11.00am | Anne Callaghan RIP

( St Helen's)

Friday 30 May 10.00am George and Bridget Burnitt RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Saturday Vigil 31 May 5.30pm Mary Gaskin RIP

(St Michael's)

Sunday 1Jun 9.00am Kathleen Hanrahan Lac RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 1Jun 11.00am People of the Parish

(St. Helen's)

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm.

COLLECTIONS

Date Parish Collection

Standing Orders for April

£543.45

17/18 May

£1729.96

“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

In the business world there is an acronym called VUCA. It's a shorthand way of
describing contemporary life as Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous. The
suggestion is that VUCA describes our moment in history, but each generation,
including within the Church, tends to think that life was simpler and more
straightforward in the past, but today’s readings show clearly that this is not the case.
The disciples sitting around the table at the Last Supper may well have felt that they
were living in a particularly VUCA moment. Jesus offered them reassurance in the
promise of the Spirit, but how were they to understand this word? He told them not
to be troubled but foretold his imminent death. The long-awaited kingdom was about
to break through, but its leader washed the feet of his followers.

The early Church was no less Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous. Its
leaders had to work out the relationship between Judaism and Christianity and
between Christianity and the Roman Empire. There was no blueprint or rule book,
but they were confident enough of God’s guidance to claim, “it has seemed good to
the Holy Spirit and to us”. Can we trust that God’s Holy Spirit will guide us equally
today?

In some ways it's reassuring to read John’s account of the Last Supper and to hear
the bewildered questions of Jesus’ disciples: where is he going, how can they follow
him, why can he not make things clear? They are not so different from our own
questions. Our questions can deepen our faith if we can make space in our minds
and hearts for the Spirit to work within us.

Pope Francis told us that the Synodal Path on which we are embarked depends on
our capacity as a faith community to listen. We are asked to listen deeply to one
another, to the voice of those on the peripheries of the Church and of society, to the
signs of the times. This is where we will hear the voice of the Spirit, asking us to
respond in faith, hope and love.

Each generation faces the challenge of having to make sense of faith in its
contemporary context. The Church of the early generations, of the Middle Ages or of
the Reformation era faced the same challenge and the same sense of anxiety and
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bewilderment. This week sees the celebration of the World Day of Children.
Childhood is meant to be a time of life free from worry and anxiety, but adults worry
about the world that their children are going to inherit, and whether they will have the
equipment to carry them through. We do our best to pass the faith on to them, but
we know that at some point they will have to make a choice for or against faith — as
we did ourselves.

The disciples and the great saints of our history didn’t have a magic formula to tell
them what to do or how to live out their faith in practice. Their strength lay in daily
opening their minds and hearts to the Holy Spirit at work within themselves, within
the community, and within the signs of the times. They believed in the promises of
Christ and prayed and lived as if they believed them. It may seem better to rely on
business forecasts, on expert advice or on political analysis, and indeed all of this
can be part of the Spirit's work, feeding into our understanding of how we are to live
best according to the mind of Christ. But without a habit of prayer which reflects on
how God is present in our everyday reality, we are unlikely to hear God'’s still, small
voice. The Spirit tends to whisper rather than to bellow. Are we listening hard enough
to hear?

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick

We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially

Ann Stones, Carl Potter, Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins,
George Beard, Stephen and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin,
Pat Doyle, Owen Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole
Dyson, Bernadette Hoult, Michael Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David
Hardy, Tess Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong,
Margaret Booker, Norah Preuss.

Requiescant in Pace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Betty Marren who died recently. The funeral
service will take place at 12.15pm on Tuesday 27" May in St Helen's.

Raffle Tickets for sale
The parish will be raising funds to help Amelia attend this year's Youth Event in Rome.
Tickets on sale in all our 3 churches. The raffle will be drawn on 15™ June.
1st Prize M&S food hamper
2nd Prize Booze hamper
3rd Prize £40 Tesco vouchers
4th Prize £30 Voucher for Beauty/Holistic treatment
5th Prize £20 Morrisons vouchers.
You can also donate on https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/amelia-jubilee
Amelia is most grateful for any support the parish can give her.

Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland
The Bonus Ball number was 26. The winners were P Tomlinson in Hoyland and
P O Hanlon in Goldthorpe, each winning £25.

Ascension Day
Next Thursday, 29t May is Ascension Day, a Holy Day of Obligation. Vigil mass will be
at 7.00pm on Wednesday 28t in St. Michael's and on Thursday mass will be at 11.00am
in St Helen's.
World Day of Communications Second Collection 1% June
On World Communications Day, we take up the command of Jesus to preach the Good
News of the Gospel to the whole world.

Dearne Churches Together Family Fun Day, Wednesday 28" May
Taking place during the half-term holiday at Goldthorpe Pentecostal Community
Church, 11.00am-1.00pm. Our theme is Jesus’s miracles of healing. If you can help
with catering, or any other enquiries, please contact Julie on 077729 421405 or
julie@gpcchurch.co.uk

Singing at Parkside Care Home - Tuesday 27th May
Dearne Churches Together will be leading some hymn singing from 2pm in the Care
Home in Wombwell. Just 30-40 minutes of singing followed by a cup of tea. It's always
a lovely time, do please think about joining us, All are Welcome. Contact Julie Turner
on 07729 421405 or email julie@gpcchurch.co.uk

St Peter-in-Chains Chequer Road, Doncaster DN1 2AA
You are all welcome to St Peter-in-Chains to celebrate a special Jubilee Mass and
Anointing of the Sick, on Saturday 31st May at 12 noon. Refreshments are available
after mass. Later that same day, the Marian Youth Group, for all young people of the
Diocese, will be meeting for Rosary and Social at the Shrine of Our Lady, from 3.00-
4.30pm

Children’s Liturgy at Goldthorpe - Sunday 1st June

Taking place at Goldthorpe during 9.00am mass for any of our parish children who have
not yet made their First Holy Communion. As usual two groups: children 6-8 with
Maureen Greaves and children 3-5 with Amanda Campbell.

Marist Pilgrimage to Walsingham, Saturday 5" July
A 45 seater coach has been booked. Please see the poster at the back of church for
Wombwell and Goldthorpe pick-up times and sign up if you would like to go. We request
that payment be made by the weekend of 14/15 June to guarantee your seat on the
coach. Contacts: Amanda Campbell (07505 408870), Pam Kershaw (07867 505966),
Theresa Swindells (07724 228327).

Fr Declan Operation
Fr Declan will be having his hip operation on 16" June, followed by a six week period
recuperating.
Please note, weekend masses will be covered by supply priests. There will be no
weekday masses. Please bear this in mind if you submit any mass requests as there will
be fewer opportunities for your mass request to be said on your preferred date.
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