
 

Service Times & Intentions 
Saturday Vigil 

 (St Michael`s) 

13 Sep 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday  

(Sacred Heart) 

14 Sep 9.00am Tricia O`Hanlon RIP 

Sunday  

(St Helen`s) 

14 Sep 11.00am Andrew J Marren RIP  

Tuesday  
(St Helen`s) 

16 Sep  NO MASS 

Wednesday  
(St Michael`s) 

17 Sep  NO MASS 

Thursday  
( St Helen`s) 

18 Sep  NO MASS 

Friday 
(Sacred Heart) 

19 Sep  NO MASS 

Saturday Vigil 
(St Michael`s) 

20 Sep 5.30pm  Tony Wood RIP 

Sunday 

(Sacred Heart) 

21 Sep 9.00am People of the Parish 

Sunday 

(St. Helen`s) 

21 Sep 11.00am John and Mary Coefield RIP 

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm..  

 
COLLECTIONS 

Date Parish Collection Standing Orders for August 

6/7th September £458.60 £1629.96 

Parish of Corpus Christi 
Sacred Heart (Goldthorpe), Sacred Heart & St Helen (Hoyland) and St Michael 

 & All Angels (Wombwell) 
                                                                                                                                                            

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Declan Brett.                                
23 Park Street, Wombwell Barnsley, S73 0HQ            

 01226 752372 
email: parishofcorpuschristi@gmail.com               

Website: https://corpuschristi.hallam-diocese.com 
Facebook: Corpus Christi Dearne Valley 

 
Parish Safeguarding Representatives: 

 Sheila Marren 07932 722188           Mary Obodo 07950 162668 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Hallam Trust • Registered Charity Number 512021 

 Sunday 14th September 2025                                                                  Sunday Year C 
 Exaltation of the Holy Cross                                                                 Weekday Cycle ll 

 “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.”  
John 3:17 
 
In AD 327 Saint Helena, mother of the Roman emperor Constantine, went to 
Jerusalem to search for the holy places of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. During 
excavations in the location of Calvary, workers found three crosses and it is said that 
the one on which Jesus was crucified was identified when its touch healed a woman 
who was dying. The Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre was later built on this spot. The 
feast we celebrate today – the Exaltation of the Holy Cross – dates from this event. 
But what is the significance of the cross for us today – why is it so important for 
Christians? In the early Church it was thought that Jesus' death was a ransom 
sacrifice paid by God to Satan to repay the debt of original sin on human souls. The 
redemption of Christ was in effect a “buying back” of our souls, an appeasement for 
a Father who was “offended” by our sin. St Anselm refined this idea with the concept 
of atonement – Christ’s death makes amends for, and frees us from, our sins and 
reconciles us to the Father. Aquinas later taught that “Christ bore a satisfactory 
punishment, not for his, but for our sins”. Hence, we can say “Jesus died for our 
sins.” 
In recent years theologians have begun to question this approach. This traditional 
theology can portray the Father as rather small-minded, unable or unwilling to forgive 
our sins without some sacrifice from his Son. Instead of seeing the saving work of 
God as always happening and everywhere, the atonement sees it as a one-off event, 
a payment required by a Father who demands some sort of retribution. This idea of 
a “punishing Father” can make people fearful of God. 
Many theologians now focus on the crucifixion not as a necessary punishment for 
our wrongdoing but as a supreme act of sacrificial love which highlights the reason 
Jesus came to us – to heal rather than condemn, to show us the depth of his love, 
to show us the route from sin to life, from darkness to light. 
Pope Francis said that the cross, “is the sacred sign of the greatest love of all, the 
love with which Christ wants to embrace our lives… the beauty of Christ crucified is 
the great paradox of our faith. It is the beauty of a love that gives itself completely to 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

First Reading Numbers 21:4b-9 

God tells Moses to mount a bronze serpent 
on a pole and says that anyone who is bitten 
and looks at it will live. This anticipates 
Christ on the cross. Jesus will later say that 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 78(77):1-2,34-35, 

36-37,38 
Never forget the deeds of the Lord! 
 
 
 

Second Reading  Philippians 2:6-11 

Although Jesus is the Son of God, he 
humbled himself for our sake, taking on 
our humanity and choosing death on the 
cross. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless 
you, 
because by your Cross you have 
redeemed the world 

Alleluia! 
 
Gospel  John 3:13-17 

On the cross Jesus shows us the depth of 
his love.  
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you and me… It is the beauty of a boundless love, yet a love which is utterly 
concrete”. In effect Jesus is saying on the cross, “Look how much I love you.” The 
cross is a symbol of love not punishment. This love is freely given to us and is not 
earned by some kind of bargain with the Father. God's healing love and forgiveness 
is not paid for, it is always free and given abundantly. 
By his death on the cross Jesus tells us that our pain is his pain, every act of suffering 
we experience is also his. Hence, we are never alone in our pain, our grief, our death. 
Jesus does not passively watch our pain and suffering from a distance; he is in our 
suffering, by our side, in our pain. He is the God of everyone who suffers. Knowing 
that he suffers with us and in us gives us the opportunity to turn suffering into love, 
pain into hope, death into resurrection. Just as Jesus surrendered to his suffering, at 
times we too will be called to the cross, called to sacrifice and surrender in love as 
we experience our own moments of pain and loss. By understanding how love 
conquers death on the cross, and by uniting our suffering with his, we can begin to 
glimpse the light of love in our own pain and darkness.  
Jesus, fully man, flesh and blood, suffers on the cross to tell us that whatever we 
endure, he has endured, he is with us in our pain, and there is a loving liberation and 
a healing resurrection close at hand. Jesus says he hasn't come to condemn or 
punish the world. Of course he challenges us, but only so that we may be healed, 
only to restore and renew us. He saves us by healing us – that is the whole Gospel 
in a nutshell. So, the cross does save us; it frees us from sin, but not perhaps in the 
way we once thought. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission 
 

Prayers for the Sick 
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially Kitty 
Hamstead, Marie Gilliver, Ian Coombs, John Bainbridge, Ann Stones, Carl Potter, Audrey 
Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George Beard, Stephen and Tracy 
Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, Owen Jenkinson, Mary 
Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson, Bernadette Hoult, Michael 
Bennett, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, Tess Lynch, Hannah Prentiss, 
Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret Booker, Norah Preuss. 

 

Blessed Carlo Acutis Relics Tour 
The First Class Relic of Blessed Carlo Acutis will be at St Peter’s RC Church, Castle 

Road, Scarborough during the weekend 20th-21st September. Programme will 

include Mass, Adoration, Veneration of the Relic, Talk, Q&A session. Details of 

timings will be available from this weekend from the church website: 

www.scarboroughcatholicparishes.org.uk 

 

Pilgrimage of Hope 
A huge thank you to all involved in greeting the Pilgrims last weekend. It was a great 
success and the Pilgrims were very appreciative of the welcome they received from 
the Parish. We wish them a safe and meaningful onward journey. 
 
 

Needy Parishes 
Thank you for your generous donations for last week`s second collection. The parish 
raised £179.62  

Home Mission Sunday 
Each year we celebrate Home Mission Sunday, when the Bishops invite parishes to 
pray for the mission of the Church in England and Wales. There will be a second 
collection this week to support the work of evangelisation. 
 

 Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland 
The Bonus Ball number was 24. The winners were S Marren in Hoyland and T Haigh in 
Goldthorpe, each winning £25. 

 

Diocesan Jubilee Mass for all Altar Servers - Saturday 20 September 
You are invited to a Mass of thanksgiving on Saturday 20th September 2025 at 
10.30am at Holy Rood Church, Barnsley, S70 1AX with principal celebrant Rt Rev. 
Ralph Heskett, Bishop of Hallam. Altar Servers to bring Alb and Cincture or 
Cassock/Cotta and Guild Medal if enrolled. Arrive by 10.00am for vesting in the 
Church Hall. Refreshments will be provided after Mass. The National Honorary 
President of the Guild of St Stephen will be in attendance 

 

 Date Night @ The Hub - Keep Your Love Alive 
Fri 26th Sep 2025 7:00pm-9:30pm. St Vincent`s Mission Hub, Sheffield, S1 4DE. 
Join us for an uplifting evening of prayer and praise, followed by cheese and wine! 
Date Night@The Hub, is here to offer couples (married or engaged) dedicated time 
with each other and the Lord! Amidst the busy pace of marriage and family life, we 
know how hard it can be to make time for our spouses and time for prayer. Date 
Night is here to help couples carve out time for the important rather than just the 
urgent, with the opportunity for Mass, Confession and Eucharistic Adoration, 
followed by wine and cheese. The evening will begin with 7pm Mass followed by a 
Holy Hour from 7:30pm with Confessions available. The evening will conclude with 
a wine and cheese.  Tickets are £10 each and available at 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/stvincentsmissionhub/1816075 

 

Craft Group 
The Craft Group meet once a fortnight on Thursday morning in the Parish rooms at 
Wombwell from 10.00am until 12.30pm.  The next meeting will be on 18th 
September. You are most welcome to come along to knit, sew, crochet and natter, 
or just for a cuppa! 

 

 CAFOD Family Fast Day Friday 3rd October 
CAFOD`s Family Fast day this Lent is an opportunity to support our brothers and 
sisters around the world. Envelopes for your donations are available this weekend. 
Please return the envelopes to church as soon as possible. Don`t forget to use the 
Gift Aid slip if you are a UK tax payer, thus enabling CAFOD to benefit further from 
your generous donations.  
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