Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluial

First Reading Exodus 17:8-13 The word of God is living and active,

We are reminded how important it is to discerning the thoughts and intentions of
support each other through difficult | the heart.

moments' A||6|UI8.'

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Responsorial Psalm 121(120):1-2,3-4,5- | Gospel Luke 18:1-8

6,7-8 The widow never gives up asking. She
Our help is in the name of the Lord, makes the judge uncomfortable, when he
who made heaven and earth. expects to be able to ignore her. Finally,
he gives in and grants her request.
Second Reading 2 Timothy 3:14 — 4:2

St Paul to wants to form and teach leaders
from within the communities to inspire
others. He reminds Timothy of all he has
learned and calls on him to be steadfast.
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Service Times & Intentions

Saturday Vigil 18 Oct 5.30pm Barry Pierrepont RIP

(St Michael's)

Sunday 19 Oct 9.00am People of the Parish

(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 19 Oct 11.00am Fr John Cashman RIP

(St Helen's)

Monday 20 Oct NO MASS

Tuesday 21 Oct NO MASS

(St Helen's)

Wednesday 22 Oct 7.00pm Kitty and Martin Hampstead Intentions

(St Michael's)

Thursday 23 Oct 10.00am Private Intention

( St Helen's)

Friday 24 Oct 10.00am John Thorburn RIP

(Sacred Heart)

Saturday Vigil 25 Oct 5.30pm Deceased Members of the Dainty and

(St Michael’s) Davies Families

Sunday 26 Oct 9.00am People of the Parish

(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 26 Oct 11.00am Andrew J Marren RIP
| (St. Helen's)

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.
**Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Tuesday 7.00-8.00pm.
Please note the change to Tuesdays instead of Thursdays.
Date Parish Collection Standing Orders for September
11/12 October £566.37 £1764.96

“He told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.” Luke 18:1

Last Christmas, Pope Francis was the first ever pope to open a Holy Door in a prison.
He had first opened the Holy Door in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome, marking the official
beginning of the year of Jubilee in the Catholic Church. He had announced the
Jubilee in a document, a Bull of Indiction, called Spes non confundit (“‘Hope does not
disappoint”). “Christian hope does not deceive or disappoint”, he wrote, “because it
is grounded in the certainty that nothing and no one may ever separate us from God'’s
love”. But why did he choose to visit a prison on such a special occasion? “During
the Holy Year”, he wrote, “we are called to be tangible signs of hope for those of our
brothers and sisters who experience hardships of any kind. | think of prisoners who,
deprived of their freedom, daily feel the harshness of detention and its restrictions,
lack of affection and, in more than a few cases, lack of respect for their persons.”
The Jubilee is about hope. Hope is not about distant unfulfilled dreams, but rather it
is about perseverance in the face of immense difficulties. It is about continuing to
believe even when circumstances feel overwhelming. On his visit to the prison, Pope
Francis suggested that hope is like an anchor, tied with rope. “Sometimes”, he said,
“the rope is hard, and it hurts our hands. Yet even in these moments, the anchor of
hope keeps us moving forward.”

Jesus tells a story to his disciples about a widow who is desperate for a just solution
to her difficulties. She keeps knocking on the door of the judge, who, it seems, cares
only for his own comfort. Eventually, his love of comfort wins out, and he agrees to
carry out the work she is asking for, just so he can have some peace and quiet. This
is a woman who never gives up. She believes that justice will be done. And even
though she has to wait a very long time, she continues to hope. The judge feels that,
given how little he cares for what others think, he can safely ignore her. As a widow
it is unlikely that she has access to wealth or status. We hear throughout scripture
how widows, orphans and strangers are the most excluded. They have no money or
land and therefore no voice in the world. But this widow has the strength and courage
to keep on knocking, even when it feels like no one is listening.
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If we look again at today’s Gospel, we are called to continue to pray, not just for
ourselves but for all our neighbours. To continue to pray is to continue to hope, just
like the widow in the parable. If we switch the story round, though, so that we don’t
put ourselves in the place of the widow, but in the place of the judge, what do we
see? Do we have eyes to see and respond to those who are living in poverty and
exclusion? Are the widows, orphans and strangers of today important to us — do we
answer our door when they knock?

Pope Francis linked evangelisation to hope and also to patience. “We come to
realise”, he said, “that evangelisation is sustained by the power flowing from Christ’s
cross and resurrection. In this way, we learn to practise a virtue closely linked to
hope, namely patience. In our fast-paced world, we are used to wanting everything
now. We no longer have time simply to be with others; even families find it hard to
get together and enjoy one another’'s company.”

The call to prayer is a call to pay attention. We are asked not to forget those who are
on the margins of our society, those who are poor, hungry or in prison.

We are now approaching the end of the Jubilee Year. It is a good time to review how
we have approached the challenge of becoming tangible signs of hope in the world.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick

We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners. We remember especially

Kath and Tony Lees, Kitty Hamstead, Marie Gilliver, lan Coombs, John Bainbridge, Ann
Stones, Carl Potter, Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George
Beard, Stephen and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle,
Owen Jenkinson, Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson,
Bernadette Hoult, Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, Hannah Prentiss,
Thomas Collins, Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret Booker, Norah Preuss.

Requiescant in Pace
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Tess Lynch who died recently. Tess will be
received into St Mary's, High Green on Sunday 26™ October at 5.00pm, followed by the
Funeral service on Monday, 27t October at 11.00am. Please keep her family and friends
in your prayers.
Michael Bennett will be received into Sacred Heart, Goldthorpe on Monday 27" October at
4.00pm, with the funeral mass on Tuesday 28" October at 10.30am
Rosina Atkinson’s funeral mass will take place on Thursday 30" October at 11.00am in
Sacred Heart, Goldthorpe
Resumption of Weekday Masses
Fr Declan will resume celebrating mass during the week, starting from Wednesday 22nd
October at St Michael's at 7.00pm. Thursday mass will be at St Helen's and Friday mass
will be at Sacred Heart, both at 10.00am. For the time being, there is no Tuesday mass.
Sacred Heart Primary School Harvest Festival
Please come along on Wednesday 22" October at 2.15pm in Sacred Heart Church
Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland
The Bonus Ball number was 53. A Blackburn was the winner in Hoyland, winning £25. In
Goldthorpe there was no winner, therefore next week will be another rollover, £75!

First Holy Communion Programme 2025
The First Communion Program will start on 20th October at 6pm in St Michaels church
hall, it's for parents and children to sign up for the program which will start in November
Please make sure if you are attending to bring your child's baptismal certificate it is very
important as without it your child cannot make their communion.
World Mission Sunday 19" October
This weekend there will be a second collection for World Mission Sunday, the one
Sunday in the year when the entire global Church comes together in support of mission.
All the donations from Masses go entirely towards supporting churches, hospitals,
schools and vocations in countries where the Church is new, young or poor.
Coppers for CAFOD
Just a reminder about the jars in each church for your loose change. The money builds
up and is sent to CAFOD when there is a DEC (Disasters Emergency Appeal). A new
appeal has been launched this week, the Middle East Humanitarian Appeal. Please
bear this in mind if you have a few pennies to spare, they soon build up to pounds.
Day Pilgrimage to Walsingham Monday 8 December
A Date for your Diaries! A coach is booked for a day pilgrimage to Walsingham on
Monday 8th December - Feast of the Immaculate Conception. Prices will be £25 Adult,
£10 child, usual pick up points in Wombwell and Goldthorpe. Look out for sign-up lists
coming soon to the back of each church.
Dearne Churches Together — Lantern Workshop 29" October
As part of the Barnsley Council initiative ‘Love where you live’ there will be a willow and
paper lantern-making workshop at Goldthorpe Pentecostal Community Church from
10am-1pm on Wednesday 29th October. The lanterns will be used as part of the
‘Glowthorpe’ lantern procession at Dearne Playhouse on Tuesday 25 November. Places
are limited, to book please contact Julie Turner on 07729 421405 or
email kjulie@gpcchurch.org.uk
Mass of Thanksgiving for All Volunteers
Bishop Ralph will be the principle celebrant at the mass at Immaculate Conception,
Rotherham S65 3BA on Saturday 15" November at 11am. The National Jubilee Icon
will be on display, refreshments will be served after Mass.
Agewell Table Top Sale Wednesday 26" November 1-3pm
To take place in St Michael's Church Hall. Tables £10 each. Please contact Jeanne
Hayworth on 07581 486822
Introduction to Lectio Divina - St Francis Church, Crosspool.
This will be held on Saturday 1st Nov from 10-3 at St Francis RC Church, Crosspool,
Sheffield S10 5SD. To be led by Deacon Stephen Parker. Bring a packed lunch, but
tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided. For more details contact Deacon Stephen
on email gurric@sky.com
Family and Group stays at Castlerigg Manor, Lake District 27-31 Oct
Castlerigg Monor is a Retreat Centre owned by the Diocese of Lancaster. There are still
vacancies for family groups, individuals and other small groups for a budget get-away.
Book at Stay With Us — Lancaster Youth Service// Castlerigg Manor or email direct to
director@castleriggmanor.co.uk
Advent Retreat 2025 for Young People 15+
Please see the poster at the back of church or email youth@hallam-diocese.com
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