2nd Sunday of Advent
First Reading lIsaiah 11:1-10
The prophet describes both the gifts of the
Messiah and the changes his reign will

bring.

Responsorial Psalm 72(71):1-2,7-8,12-

13,17

In his days shall justice flourish, and great

peace forever.

Second Reading Romans 15:4-9
We welcome each other as Christ has

welcomed us.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluial

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight;

all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12
John the Baptist calls us to help him
prepare the way of the Lord.
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Saturday Vigil 6 Dec 5.30pm Tony Wood RIP

(St Michael’s)

Sunday 7 Dec 9.00am Donald Campbell RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 7 Dec 11.00am People of the Parish
(St Helen's)

Tuesday 9 Dec 10.00am Holy Souls

(St Helen's)

Wednesday 10 Dec 7.00pm Tess Lynch RIP

(St Michael's)

Thursday 11 Dec 10.00am Rev. James Leavy RIP
(St Helen's)

Friday 12 Dec 10.00am The Yorkshire Brethren
(Sacred Heart)

Saturday 13 Dec 11.00am Holy Souls

(St Michael’s)

Saturday Vigil 13 Dec 5.30pm Tess Lynch RIP

(St Michael's)

Sunday 14 Dec 9.00am Jane Thurston RIP
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 14 Dec 11.00am People of the Parish
(St. Helen's)

Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3.00pm on Fridays at St. Michael's Church
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available upon request.

*Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Goldthorpe each Tuesday 7.00-8.00pm.

Date

Parish Collection

Standing Orders for November

30th November

£529.53

£1634.96

“Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.”

“Events, dear boy, events,” was the reply made by the then Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom, Harold Macmillan, to a question on what was the most decisive
factor in politics. That hasn’t changed. We may also consider how accurate a
description it is of the story of our own lives. Our lives are shaped by the events that
happen to us, some planned and chosen, some not. Our individual stories are
bookended by the two great events we all share — birth and death. Between the two
we make our way through a forest of trivial and major events that form the record of
our lives. On the one hand they provide us with the challenges that make us who we
are. On the other hand, they don’t necessarily determine how we respond to those
challenges. If we are loved and well cared for as children, if we enjoy and are helped
by our school life, if we are surrounded by friends and exciting activities, then the
expectation is that we will lead confident and responsible lives. If we don’t have these
advantages, the expectation is that we will struggle. But life is never so simple. The
former pattern may result in selfishness and laziness; the latter may result in greater
courage and a wider perception of what matters in life. The same may be said of
how we deal with the great challenges of success and failure, of discovery and loss,
of moments of joy and pain. And how does our belief in God play a role in these
dramas?

The important events in the life of St John the Baptist began before he was even
born, as he leapt in his mother's womb at the arrival of Mary, the mother of his
Saviour. This was the decisive moment in his life, as he would spend the whole of it
preparing the way of the One who was greater than he was. To do this effectively he
chose to live in the wilderness, dressing and behaving like one of the ancient
prophets. His message was a simple one of total repentance; his targets being the
Pharisees and the Sadducees, the accepted teachers of his time. His complaint,
taken up by Jesus, was the hypocrisy of their lives. They said one thing and did
another, all the time imposing harsh rules on their listeners. Here, John gives us an
insight into one of the difficulties of dealing with life’s challenges. From our earliest
years we pick up messages about what is right and wrong. These messages are like
the bedrock we return to, especially when we are stressed. They have great power
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over us. Part of the adventure of life is modifying these messages as our perception
and understanding broaden. What does not help in either the initial stages or later is
the contradiction of hypocrisy: saying one thing and doing another. John’s advice,
again seconded by Jesus, is, “Look at what they do, rather than listening to what
they say.”

We often keep God at a distance. We report to him occasionally and turn to him in
times of need, but we don’t always feel he is beside us as part and parcel of the stuff
of life. It might help if we thought of God more as a fifth dimension. Our awareness
of space and time is not always conscious, but we are trained from an early age not
to fall over, and we are encouraged not to be late. God has a similar presence in our
life. Prayer is the language we use to acknowledge that presence and to allow it to
grow within us.

Some saints had mystical experiences which revealed God’s presence to them.
Others developed a sense of God as their friend and companion on the road. St
Teresa of Avila is famous for telling God that the reason he had so few friends was
because of how he treated them. More reassuring is the well-known poem
“Footprints”, in which a man reproaches God for those times of greatest need when
he felt abandoned. God replies that during his time of suffering, when the man sees
only one set of footprints, it was then that God carried him.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick

We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners, especially Yueh Li-Wu, Sean Fay,

Kath and Tony Lees, Kitty Hamstead, Maria Gilliver, lan Coombs, John Bainbridge, Ann
Stones, Carl Potter, Audrey Wood, Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George
Beard, Stephen and Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle,
Mary Smith, Christine and Bill Mays, Percy Winterton, Carole Dyson, Bernadette Hoult,
Janette Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins,

Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret Booker, Norah Preuss.

Christmas Items for Sale

Christmas Cards, Calendars, Advent Calendars and Diaries are now in church, all at
reasonable prices. There are also “My Day by Day” for Advent, priced at £1, or .50p for

the Junior editions.
Second Collection for Caritas, 7" December

This weekend we have the annual collection for Caritas. Caritas Diocese of
Hallam (formerly known as Hallam Caring Services) is part of the worldwide network of
organisations in the Catholic Church putting into action the social teaching of the Church

to reach out to those in need and to build a world based on justice and love.
Bonus Ball - Goldthorpe and Hoyland

The Bonus Ball number was 46. There winner in Hoyland was L Redfern, winning the

rollover of £50. The winner in Goldthorpe was J Bainbridge, winning £25.
Hallam Bridge
There are a few copies of the latest edition Hallam Bridge, the news from Hallam
Diocese, at the back of church.
The file will be available for everyone on the Diocese website: hallam-diocese.com

Carol Service at Goldthorpe — 5.00pm, Sunday 14" December
Practices for the Goldthorpe Carol Service will be held at Sacred Heart church weekly
between now and Friday 12" December, led by our organist Joshua. Fridays at 5pm,
& Sundays after mass (10.15am onwards), approx 1 hr practice. We will be learning
some new carols as well as practising some old favourites, so do please come along if
you would like to Have a Sing - everyone is welcome.

Christmas Carol Service at St Michael's, Sunday 215 December at 6pm
Come and celebrate the birth of Christ in St Michael's with well-loved carols,
accompanied by the Salvation Army Band.

Christmas Nativity Raffle
The Craft Group have been busy knitting three Nativity sets, to be raffled for church
funds. Tickets are on sale from the 15t Sunday of Advent for two weekends. The draw
will be on 3 Sunday of Advent, £1 per strip.
Children’s Liturgy at Goldthorpe Sunday 7*" December
Welcome to any children who have not yet made their First Holy Communion. Two
groups, 3-5 years and 6-8 years, with Amanda and Maureen.
Changes to Masses
On Tuesdays, starting on 9th December, there will be 10.00am mass at Hoyland, and
also, on Saturday mornings, 11.00am mass in St. Michael's.
Dearne Churches Together, Stations to the Cradle, Saturday 13th
December 11.00am-2.00pm
Rediscover the Christmas Story with Dearne Churches Together! To be held in
Goldthorpe at the Railway Embankment (opposite Texaco Garage on Barnsley Road)
and the Salvation Army (Straight Lane). Meet Mary, Joseph, the Innkeeper, Shepherds,
Wise Men AND real donkeys! Free festive food is also included.
To book places Please Contact Julie Turner on 07729 421405 or
email: julie@gpcchurch.co.uk
First Holy Communion Programme 2025-26
The next meeting will be on Monday 15th December from 6.00pm to 7.15pm in St
Michael's Church Hall and is for children and parents.
Marist Way and Rosary at Goldthorpe
The Rosary at Goldthorpe will be every Wednesday at 1.30pm. The Rosary will be
combined with the Marist Way once a month. The next Marist Meeting with Rosary is
on Wednesday December 10th.
Big Christmas Cards - Bishop Ralph's Bethlehem Fund
Please consider signing the BIG card at the back of church to send a Christmas
message to church friends and family. Any donations received in lieu of buying
individual cards will be sent to support the work of the Bethlehem Care and Hospice
Trust.

Day Pilgrimage to Walsingham Monday 8th December
The coach will pick up at St Michael’'s Wombwell at 7.30am and at the bus stop (by the
Butterfly Cafe) on Doncaster Road Goldthorpe at 7.45am. Anyone still needing to make
payment can now pay on the day. Any problems before the travelling time on the
morning of 8th December, please contact Pam Kershaw on 07867 505966.
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