12t Sunday of Ordinary Time Gospel Acclamation

. . ; ) Alleluia, alleluia.
First Reading Jeremiah 20:10-13 | 1 spirit of truth will bear witness about
Jeremiah is afraid of his persecutors, me, says the Lord,

but at the same time, he is confident of and you also will bear witness.

God’s protection in his hour of need. Alleluia.
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 69
In your great mercy, answer me, O Lord. Gospel Matthew 10:26-33

God watches over sparrows but has
even more care for us.

Second Reading Romans 5:12-15
Jesus rescues us from the threat of sin and
death and instead, gives us life..

Service Times & Intentions
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Sunday 213t June 2026 Sunday Year A
12t Sunday of Ordinary Time Weekday Cycle Il

Saturday Vigil 20 June | 5.30pm | Jack Barry (Birthday Anniversary)
(St Michael's)

Sunday 21 June | 9.00am | Michael Bennett (RIP)
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 21 June | 11.00am | People of the Parish

(St Helen's)

Tuesday 23 June | 10.00am | Mary McAllister (Birthday)
(St Helen's)

Wednesday 24 June 7.00pm | Audrey Salmon (RIP)

(St Michael's)

Thursday 25June | 10.30am | Requiem of Anne Davis
(St Helen's)

Friday 26 June | 10.00am | Intention of the Parry Family
(St Michael's)

Saturday 27 June | 11.00am

(St Michael's)

Saturday Vigil 28 June | 5.30pm | Marjorie Philips (RIP)

(St Michael's)

Sunday 29 June | 9.00am | People of the Parish
(Sacred Heart)

Sunday 29 June | 11.00am | Mary Smith (RIP)

(St Helen's)

Rosary is at 1.30pm each Wednesday in Goldthorpe.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation — Saturday 10:30 at Wombwell and upon request.

Date Parish Collection Standing Orders for May

14" June £325.64 £1,734.96

‘Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” Matthew 10:31

If you ever want to see the gentleness of strength and the strength of gentleness,
watch a first-time father meet and hold his newborn baby. Until that moment,
most men don’t realise their own potential for tenderness and their ability to limit
their show of strength as they hold the tiny, fragile life in their hands. Even the
biggest, strongest individual becomes, in his gentleness, also the warrior who
will protect and defend his child, regardless of the cost to himself — and there is
nothing unmanly about the tears of joy dancing in his eyes. A new mother holds
her baby with wonder and tenderness, amazed to see the life she has carried
hidden within her. However, there’s also the unique reaction of the man who
suddenly realises that the infant has changed his identity for ever. He’s Daddy —
and nothing can ever take that away from him. When a new father holds his baby
for the first time, he sees somebody he already loves. The baby hasn’t earned
that devotion. Instead, the little one’s very vulnerability inspires the strength of
gentleness and love — and that’s what it means to become ‘Daddy’: someone
strong, gentle and trustworthy. The new father doesn’t know what life will hold
for his child, but he’s determined to be there beside them, for ever and always.
Jesus called his Father ‘Abba’, the Hebrew word for ‘Daddy’, so in today’s
Gospel, he’s speaking from personal experience in describing God as a loving
father who, in his love, has counted every hair on our head. A human parent
can’t imitate God to that extent, but doesn’t a parent’s love teach us a great deal
about God'’s love for us?

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the disciples that nothing is hidden from God: not
the truth of who we are, the intentions of our hearts, the struggles we carry quietly
or the wounds we hide from others. This is meant to reassure us rather than
frighten us, because if God sees everything, then God also sees us — fully,
lovingly, without distortion. God is our Father, holding us in his hands and loving
us beyond anything we can imagine. We sometimes think that our worth



depends on our achievements, reputation, usefulness or strength. But Jesus
reminds us that our value is rooted in something far deeper: the tender gaze of
the Father. ‘Even the hairs of your head are all numbered.’ This is Jesus’way of
saying, ‘You are known completely. You are loved completely. You are held
completely.’

Jesus described the sparrows which his Father protected and defended although
they were so common that, on the local market, they were literally two-a-penny.
He told us that if even sparrows received the Father’s care, we are worth far
more to him than many sparrows. If God notices small birds, how much more
does God see people who are vulnerable, voiceless, marginalised, forgotten and
who feel unseen.

On this Day for Life, we acknowledge that our society often overlooks the value
of life when it is inconvenient, dependent or diminished. We see this in attitudes
toward those who are unborn, elderly, disabled, terminally ill, refugees, homeless
or mentally unwell. Fear often whispers that these lives are too complicated,
costly or demanding, forcing us to be quiet when we should speak, look away
when we should draw near, or choose personal comfort over compassion for
other people. The Gospel calls us to a different vision: a vision where every life
is welcomed, protected and accompanied, where no one is left to suffer alone,
where love casts out fear.

This is the heart of the Church’s teaching on the sanctity of life. We do not defend
life because it is useful, successful or strong. We defend life because God sees,
loves, and calls it good. From the first moment of conception to the final breath
and at every fragile stage in between, each life is held in the palm of his hand.
Jesus sends us out with the assurance of his Father’s love. ‘Fear not, therefore;
you are of more value than many sparrows.’

If God holds us so tenderly, then we can also be gentle. If God sees our worth,
then we can help others discover theirs. If God accompanies us in our
vulnerability, then we can accompany those whose lives are fragile or
threatened. Every life is held by God, cherished by God, and worth more than
we can ever dream.

Summary

1. The new father doesn’t know what life will hold for his child: but he’s
determined to be there beside them, for ever and always.

2. Jesus speaks from personal experience in describing God as a loving
father who, in his love, has counted every hair on our heads.

3. We do not defend life because it is useful, successful or strong. We
defend life because God sees, loves, and calls it good.

Reflection by Redemptorists Publications. Used with permission

Prayers for the Sick
We pray for our sick and/or housebound parishioners, especially
Phil Harrison, A Sick Person, Yueh Li-Wu, Kath Lees, Kitty Hamstead, Maria
Gilliver, lan Coombs, John Bainbridge, Ann Stones, Carl Potter, Audrey Wood,

Paula and Jimmy Stewart, Justin Philip Collins, George Beard, Stephen and
Tracy Savage, Brian and Margaret Savage, Mary Brankin, Pat Doyle, Christine
Mays, Percy Winterton, Anthony and Carole Dyson, Bernadette Hoult, Janette
Barber, Paddy McNicholas, David Hardy, Hannah Prentiss, Thomas Collins,
Norma Marshall, Val Armstrong, Margaret Booker, Norah Preuss, Nancy
Preston, Brendan Pells.

Bonus Ball
13.6.26 The winning number was 50. J. Andrews won the rollover for £50 in Hoyland.
There are now 2 rounds for the bonus ball. We will select the winner from Round 1.

Confirmation Mass will be at Holy Rood Church Wednesday 24 June at 7pm.

Recently Deceased
Anne Davis: her Requiem Mass will be at St. Michael's Thursday
25" June at 10:30am. Donald Allen: his Funeral Service will be at Sacred Heart
Church Friday 26™ June at 12:15 pm. Mary Smith: her Requiem Mass will be at 16t
July at 10:30am.

A Million Minutes
As part of this mission, we run Celebrating Young People: Revival (CYPR), a fully
resourced, free programme for schools and parishes that helps young people
explore faith, social action, leadership, and Catholic Social Teaching through
dialogue and participation. As we prepare for the relaunch of CYPR for the
2026/27 academic year, we are reaching out to diocesan communications teams to
help us spread the word through your networks, schools, parishes, and youth
communities.
Booking link: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/millionminutes/2211750
A Zoom link will be sent upon registration.
For anyone interested in signing up to CYPR 2026/27, the registration form can be
found here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqlDgF 1jTm48ggla2vOa27BcVdkYJa
5RYLX1YQG328ypoKaw/viewform
For any queries, please contact Bernie at bernie@millionminutes.org .

Marist Pilgrimage to Walsingham - Saturday 4 July
Thee has been a great response this year and ALL the seats on the coach are now
taken. Coach pick-up points are Wombwell 0730 St Michael’s church and
Goldthorpe 0745, bus stop by Butterfly Cafe, Doncaster Road. We will depart
Walsingham at 5.30pm.Any problems on the day please contact Pam Kershaw on
07867 505966 by 0715am. Thank you.

Women Together in Hallam
Are having there first meeting at the Hallam Pastoral Centre on Saturday 4 July
2026, from 10.00am to 12.00 noon, where we will welcome Judith Green, the new
Diocesan Link for the National Board of Catholic Women (NBCW).



